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By presenting African American Protestantism in the context of white Protestant fundamentalism, Doctrine
and Race: African American Evangelicals and Fundamentalism between the Wars demonstrates that African
American Protestants were acutely aware of the manner in which white Christianity operated and how they
could use that knowledge to justify social change. Mary Beth Swetnam Mathews’s study scrutinizes how
white fundamentalists wrote blacks out of their definition of fundamentalism and how blacks constructed a
definition of Christianity that had, at its core, an intrinsic belief in racial equality. In doing so, this volume
challenges the prevailing scholarly argument that fundamentalism was either a doctrinal debate or an
antimodernist force. Instead, it was a constantly shifting set of priorities for different groups at different
times.
 
A number of African American theologians and clergy identified with many of the doctrinal tenets of the
fundamentalism of their white counterparts, but African Americans were excluded from full fellowship with
the fundamentalists because of their race. Moreover, these scholars and pastors did not limit themselves to
traditional evangelical doctrine but embraced progressive theological concepts, such as the Social Gospel, to
help them achieve racial equality. Nonetheless, they identified other forward-looking theological views, such
as modernism, as threats to “true” Christianity.
 
Mathews demonstrates that, although traditional portraits of “the black church” have provided the illusion of
a singular unified organization, black evangelical leaders debated passionately among themselves as they
sought to preserve select aspects of the culture around them while rejecting others. The picture that emerges
from this research creates a richer, more profound understanding of African American denominations as they
struggled to contend with a white American society that saw them as inferior.
 
Doctrine and Race melds American religious history and race studies in innovative and compelling ways,
highlighting the remarkable and rich complexity that attended to the development of African American
Protestant movements.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Bohannon:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, limited story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting Doctrine and Race: African
American Evangelicals and Fundamentalism between the Wars (Religion & American Culture) that give
your pleasure preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading practice all over the world
can be said as the means for people to know world a great deal better then how they react towards the world.
It can't be claimed constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to
end up being success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading through as your good habit, you
may pick Doctrine and Race: African American Evangelicals and Fundamentalism between the Wars
(Religion & American Culture) become your starter.

Lyle Morales:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you
could have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This particular Doctrine and Race: African
American Evangelicals and Fundamentalism between the Wars (Religion & American Culture) can give you
a lot of pals because by you considering this one book you have point that they don't and make you more like
an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to get success. This guide offer you
information that perhaps your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than some other make you to be great
folks. So , why hesitate? We need to have Doctrine and Race: African American Evangelicals and
Fundamentalism between the Wars (Religion & American Culture).

Donald Murray:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got scholars? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person similar to reading or as examining become their hobby. You should
know that reading is very important as well as book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to provide
you knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update with regards to
something by book. Different categories of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them are
these claims Doctrine and Race: African American Evangelicals and Fundamentalism between the Wars
(Religion & American Culture).

Anthony Perez:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from the
book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source this filled update of news. On this modern
era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social like
newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add



your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking
the Doctrine and Race: African American Evangelicals and Fundamentalism between the Wars (Religion &
American Culture) when you desired it?
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