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From master storyteller and historian H. W. Brands comes the riveting story of how President Harry
Truman and General Douglas MacArthur squared off to decide America's future in the aftermath of
World War II.

At the height of the Korean War, President Harry S. Truman committed a gaffe that sent shock waves around
the world. When asked by a reporter about the possible use of atomic weapons in response to China's entry
into the war, Truman replied testily, "The military commander in the field will have charge of the use of the
weapons, as he always has." This suggested that General Douglas MacArthur, the willful, fearless, and
highly decorated commander of the American and U.N. forces, had his finger on the nuclear trigger. A
correction quickly followed, but the damage was done; two visions for America's path forward were clearly
in opposition, and one man would have to make way.
     Truman was one of the most unpopular presidents in American history. Heir to a struggling economy, a
ruined Europe, and increasing tension with the Soviet Union, on no issue was the path ahead clear and easy.
General MacArthur, by contrast, was incredibly popular, as untouchable as any officer has ever been in
America. The lessons he drew from World War II were absolute: appeasement leads to disaster and a
showdown with the communists was inevitable--the sooner the better. In the nuclear era, when the Soviets,
too, had the bomb, the specter of a catastrophic third World War lurked menacingly close on the horizon.
     The contest of wills between these two titanic characters unfolds against the turbulent backdrop of a
faraway war and terrors conjured at home by Joseph McCarthy. From the drama of Stalin's blockade of West
Berlin to the daring landing of MacArthur's forces at Inchon to the shocking entrance of China into the war,
The General and the President vividly evokes the making of a new American era.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Marlene Turner:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. We all know that
that book is very important for us. The book The General vs. the President: MacArthur and Truman at the
Brink of Nuclear War ended up being making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can
take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The guide The General vs. the President:
MacArthur and Truman at the Brink of Nuclear War is not only giving you a lot more new information but
also to become your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your spend time to read your e-book. Try
to make relationship using the book The General vs. the President: MacArthur and Truman at the Brink of
Nuclear War. You never experience lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Evelina Soria:

Precisely why? Because this The General vs. the President: MacArthur and Truman at the Brink of Nuclear
War is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will
distress you with the secret this inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who have write
the book in such amazing way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining approach but still
convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to
regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book include such as help
improving your ability and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I
have been you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Gertrude Barrett:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this The General vs. the President: MacArthur and
Truman at the Brink of Nuclear War publication written by well-known writer who really knows well how to
make book which can be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written with good manner for you,
still dripping wet every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still
doubt The General vs. the President: MacArthur and Truman at the Brink of Nuclear War as good book not
only by the cover but also by content. This is one e-book that can break don't assess book by its cover, so do
you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already
told you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Janice Pyles:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got scholars? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need
to know that reading is very important as well as book as to be the point. Book is important thing to provide
you knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update in relation to something by



book. Many kinds of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is The General vs. the
President: MacArthur and Truman at the Brink of Nuclear War.
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