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"May be one of the greatest what-if books of the age—a volume that turns one of America’s best-
known narratives on its head.”
—Boston Globe

"Clear and insightful, it consolidates his reputation as one of America's foremost practitioners of
narrative nonfiction."
—Wall Street Journal

From the New York Times bestselling author of In The Heart of the Sea and Mayflower comes a
surprising account of the middle years of the American Revolution, and the tragic relationship
between George Washington and Benedict Arnold.

In September 1776, the vulnerable Continental Army under an unsure George Washington (who had never
commanded a large force in battle) evacuates New York after a devastating defeat by the British Army.
Three weeks later, near the Canadian border, one of his favorite generals, Benedict Arnold, miraculously
succeeds in postponing the British naval advance down Lake Champlain that might have ended the war. Four
years later, as the book ends, Washington has vanquished his demons and Arnold has fled to the enemy after
a foiled attempt to surrender the American fortress at West Point to the British. After four years of war,
America is forced to realize that the real threat to its liberties might not come from without but from within.
            Valiant Ambition is a complex, controversial, and dramatic portrait of a people in crisis and the war
that gave birth to a nation. The focus is on loyalty and personal integrity, evoking a Shakespearean tragedy
that unfolds in the key relationship of Washington and Arnold, who is an impulsive but sympathetic hero
whose misfortunes at the hands of self-serving politicians fatally destroy his faith in the legitimacy of the
rebellion. As a country wary of tyrants suddenly must figure out how it should be led, Washington’s
unmatched ability to rise above the petty politics of his time enables him to win the war that really matters.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Sheila Gallagher:

The publication untitled Valiant Ambition: George Washington, Benedict Arnold, and the Fate of the
American Revolution is the reserve that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the e-book
content that will be shown to anyone. The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to
understand. The author was did a lot of exploration when write the book, therefore the information that they
share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Valiant Ambition:
George Washington, Benedict Arnold, and the Fate of the American Revolution from the publisher to make
you far more enjoy free time.

Erin Chretien:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get lot of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not just a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity do you possess
when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do
you try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, typically the
book you have read is definitely Valiant Ambition: George Washington, Benedict Arnold, and the Fate of the
American Revolution.

Teresa Graham:

The book untitled Valiant Ambition: George Washington, Benedict Arnold, and the Fate of the American
Revolution contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains the girl idea with easy method. The
language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read the
item. The book was written by famous author. The author gives you in the new period of literary works. It is
easy to read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book
throughout anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site
along with order it. Have a nice go through.

Mary Moore:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may have it
in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This specific Valiant Ambition: George Washington, Benedict
Arnold, and the Fate of the American Revolution can give you a lot of good friends because by you looking
at this one book you have issue that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This
kind of book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that probably
your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate?
Let us have Valiant Ambition: George Washington, Benedict Arnold, and the Fate of the American
Revolution.
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