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Many scholars today believe that early Greek literature, as represented by the great poems of Homer and
Hesiod, was to some extent inspired by texts from the neighbouring civilizations of the ancient Near East,
especially Mesopotamia. It is true that, in the case of religious poetry, early Greek poets sang about their
gods in ways that resemble those of Sumerian or Akkadian hymns from Mesopotamia, but does this mean
that the latter influenced the former, and if so, how? This volume is the first to attempt an answer to these
questions by undertaking a detailed study of the ancient texts in their original languages, from Sumerian
poetry in the 20th century BC to Greek sources from the times of Homer, Hesiod, Pindar, and Aeschylus.

The Gods Rich in Praise presents the core groups of sources from the ancient Near East, describing the main
features of style and content of Sumerian and Akkadian religious poetry, and showing how certain
compositions were translated and adapted beyond Mesopotamia. It proceeds by comparing selected elements
of form and content: hymnic openings, negative predication, the birth of Aphrodite in the Theogony of
Hesiod, and the origins and development of a phrase in Hittite prayers and the Iliad of Homer. The volume
concludes that, in terms of form and style, early Greek religious poetry was probably not indebted to ancient
Near Eastern models, but also argues that such influence may nevertheless be perceived in certain closely
defined instances, particularly where supplementary evidence from other ancient sources is available, and
where the extant sources permit a reconstruction of the process of translation and adaptation.
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From reader reviews:

Patrick Walker:

Here thing why this particular The Gods Rich in Praise: Early Greek and Mesopotamian Religious Poetry
(Oxford Classical Monographs) are different and reliable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good
but it depends in the content from it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. The Gods Rich in Praise:
Early Greek and Mesopotamian Religious Poetry (Oxford Classical Monographs) giving you information
deeper as different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no book that similar with The
Gods Rich in Praise: Early Greek and Mesopotamian Religious Poetry (Oxford Classical Monographs). It
gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your current eyes about the thing that will happened in the
world which is perhaps can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in playground,
café, or even in your means home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe
the form of The Gods Rich in Praise: Early Greek and Mesopotamian Religious Poetry (Oxford Classical
Monographs) in e-book can be your substitute.

Earnest Koontz:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them loved ones or
their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you
can read a new book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can
spent all day long to reading a book. The book The Gods Rich in Praise: Early Greek and Mesopotamian
Religious Poetry (Oxford Classical Monographs) it is rather good to read. There are a lot of folks that
recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have
enough space to develop this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this
book from your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book offers high quality.

Georgia Cunningham:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy your short
space of time to read it because this time you only find book that need more time to be learn. The Gods Rich
in Praise: Early Greek and Mesopotamian Religious Poetry (Oxford Classical Monographs) can be your
answer mainly because it can be read by an individual who have those short time problems.

Blanche Jackson:

You could spend your free time to learn this book this e-book. This The Gods Rich in Praise: Early Greek
and Mesopotamian Religious Poetry (Oxford Classical Monographs) is simple to bring you can read it in the
playground, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not possess much space to bring typically the printed
book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save typically the book in



your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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