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The definitive behind-the-scenes history of one of Hollywood’s most closely guarded cinematic secrets
finally revealed—painted backdrops and the scenic artists who brought them to the big screen.

In almost every feature film of Hollywood’s golden age, from The Wizard of Oz to North by
Northwest to Cleopatra to The Sound of Music, painted backings have convinced moviegoers that what they
are seeing—whether the fantastic roads of Oz, the presidents of Mount Rushmore, or ancient Egyptian
kingdoms—is absolutely real. These backings are at once intended to transport the audience and yet remain
unseen for what they really are. The Art of the Hollywood Backdrop reveals the hidden world and creators of
these masterpieces, long-guarded as a special effects secret by the major studios such as MGM, Warner
Brothers, Universal, Columbia, 20th Century Fox, and Paramount.

Despite the continued use of hand-painted backings in today’s films, including the
big-budget Interstellar and Lemony Snicket’s A Series of Unfortunate Events among many others, digital
technology is beginning to supplant the art form. In an effort to preserve the irreplaceable knowledge of
scenic masters, Karen Maness and Richard Isackes, in collaboration with the Art Directors Guild, have
compiled a definitive history of the craft, complete with interviews of the surviving artists. This is a rich
undiscovered history—a history replete with competing art departments, dynastic scenic families, and origins
stretching back to the films of Méliès, Edison, Sennett, Chaplin, and Fairbanks.
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From reader reviews:

Shirley Kistner:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book in which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want really feel
happy read one having theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular The Art of the Hollywood
Backdrop is kind of publication which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Melvin Groth:

This The Art of the Hollywood Backdrop tend to be reliable for you who want to be considered a successful
person, why. The main reason of this The Art of the Hollywood Backdrop can be one of many great books
you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you actually with
information that perhaps will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring
it all over the place and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed types. Beside that this
The Art of the Hollywood Backdrop forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich
vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day task. So , let's have it
and revel in reading.

Michael Berry:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book and
so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous
ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially hype book the author will bring one to imagine the story
how the personas do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you
read this The Art of the Hollywood Backdrop, it is possible to tells your family, friends as well as soon about
yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a e-book.

Karolyn Kaufman:

The e-book untitled The Art of the Hollywood Backdrop is the book that recommended to you to see. You
can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to you actually. The language that creator use to
explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of investigation
when write the book, to ensure the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate.
You also will get the e-book of The Art of the Hollywood Backdrop from the publisher to make you far more
enjoy free time.
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