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In this innovative analysis of the interconnections between nation and aesthetics in the United States during
the late nineteenth century and the early twentieth, David A. Gerstner reveals the crucial role of early cinema
in consolidating a masculine ideal under American capitalism. Gerstner describes how cinema came to be
considered the art form of the New World and how its experimental qualities infused other artistic traditions
(many associated with Europe—painting, literature, and even photography) with new life: brash, virile,
American life. He argues that early filmmakers were as concerned with establishing cinema’s standing in
relation to other art forms as they were with storytelling. Focusing on the formal dimensions of early-
twentieth-century films, he describes how filmmakers drew on European and American theater, literature,
and painting to forge a national aesthetic that equated democracy with masculinity.

Gerstner provides in-depth readings of several early American films, illuminating their connections to a wide
range of artistic traditions and cultural developments, including dance, poetry, cubism, realism, romanticism,
and urbanization. He shows how J. Stuart Blackton and Theodore Roosevelt developed The Battle Cry of
Peace (1915) to disclose cinema’s nationalist possibilities during the era of the new twentieth-century urban
frontier; how Paul Strand and Charles Sheeler positioned a national avant-garde through the fusion of
“American Cubism” and industrialization in their film, Manhatta (1921); and how Oscar Micheaux drew on
slave narratives and other African American artistic traditions as he grappled with the ideological terms of
African American and white American manhood in his movie Within Our Gates (1920). Turning to Vincente
Minnelli’s Cabin in the Sky (1943), Gerstner points to the emergence of an aesthetic of cultural excess that
brought together white and African American cultural producers—many of them queer—and troubled the
equation of national arts with masculinity.
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From reader reviews:

Raymond Roth:

Book is definitely written, printed, or created for everything. You can realize everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve Manly Arts: Masculinity and Nation in Early
American Cinema will make you to become smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know
about every little thing. But some of you think that will open or reading a book make you bored. It isn't make
you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you searching for best book or acceptable book with
you?

April Hannah:

The book Manly Arts: Masculinity and Nation in Early American Cinema can give more knowledge and also
the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the best thing like a
book Manly Arts: Masculinity and Nation in Early American Cinema? A number of you have a different
opinion about e-book. But one aim in which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely proper. Right
now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you are able to give for
each other; you may share all of these. Book Manly Arts: Masculinity and Nation in Early American Cinema
has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big function for you. You can appear the enormous
world by open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Julie Bailey:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or their
own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic inside the park.
They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill your
current free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book may be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday. The
first thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to attempt look for
book, may be the publication untitled Manly Arts: Masculinity and Nation in Early American Cinema can be
good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Josie Garcia:

Is it you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Manly Arts: Masculinity and Nation in
Early American Cinema can be the solution, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are therefore out
of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what
these books have than the others?
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