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English Mercuries examines war and literature through the writings of veterans who came home from their
deployments to pursue literary careers. From their often neglected writings emerges a new picture of the
Elizabethan world at war. For centuries Elizabethan England has been characterized by booming patriotism
and martial energy, and the literature of this period, epitomized in works like Shakespeare’s Henry V, has
been seen as celebrating a proud and defiant kingdom unified around its wars with Spain. Beneath this
patriotic veneer, however, was a country withering under the costs of seemingly endless military
commitments and ripped apart by doubts about the purpose of war and mistrust of state officials who
advanced their own political interests through war at the expense of the people who had to fight and pay for
it.

These misgivings are a powerful undercurrent in much of the literature of the period, even the most
ostensibly patriotic works, but it is in the writings on war by soldier poets where they are most clearly
pronounced. Fashioning themselves as servants of both Mars and Mercury (the god of war and the god of
writing), Elizabethan soldier poets focused their war stories on the gritty realities of military campaigning,
the price individuals paid for serving the state, and the difficulties of returning to civilian life. The book
reconsiders some familiar writers like John Donne and Ben Jonson in the context of their military
experiences and provides comprehensive studies of some important but underappreciated soldier poets like
Thomas Churchyard, George Gascoigne, and John Harington.
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From reader reviews:

Jordan Weatherspoon:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that guide
has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is usually reading a book. How about the person who
don't like examining a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult problem
or even exercise. Well, probably you will want this English Mercuries: Soldier Poets in the Age of
Shakespeare.

Sylvia Harrington:

What do you regarding book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare time to complete others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have free
time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question
simply because just their can do which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
suitable. Because start from on guardería until university need this specific English Mercuries: Soldier Poets
in the Age of Shakespeare to read.

Robert Riggio:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
easier to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended for your requirements is English Mercuries: Soldier Poets in the Age of Shakespeare this
reserve consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented
how do the world has grown up. The words styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The
particular writer made some study when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book ideal all of you.

Williams Carter:

A lot of e-book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by world wide web on social
media. You can choose the top book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by means of searching from
it. It is known as of book English Mercuries: Soldier Poets in the Age of Shakespeare. You can include your
knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make an
individual happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one
location to other place.
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