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Most of us think that in order to be environmentalists, we have to love nature. Essentially, we should be tree
huggers -- embracing majestic redwoods, mighty oaks, graceful birches, etc. We ought to eat granola, drive
hybrids, cook tofu, and write our appointments in Sierra Club calendars. Nature's splendor, in other words,
justifies our protection of it. But, asks Benjamin Hale in this provocative book, what about tsunamis,
earthquakes, cancer, bird flu, killer asteroids? They are nature, too.

For years, environmentalists have insisted that nature is fundamentally good. In The Wild and the Wicked,
Benjamin Hale adopts the opposite position -- that much of the time nature can be bad -- in order to show
that even if nature is cruel, we still need to be environmentally conscientious. Hale argues that
environmentalists needn't feel compelled to defend the value of nature, or even to adopt the attitudes of tree-
hugging nature lovers. We can acknowledge nature's indifference and periodic hostility. Deftly weaving
anecdote and philosophy, he shows that we don't need to love nature to be green. What really ought to be
driving our environmentalism is our humanity, not nature's value.

Hale argues that our unique burden as human beings is that we can act for reasons, good or bad. He claims
that we should be environmentalists because environmentalism is right, because we humans have the
capacity to be better than nature. As humans, we fail to live up to our moral potential if we act as brutally as
nature. Hale argues that despite nature's indifference to the plight of humanity, humanity cannot be
indifferent to the plight of nature.
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From reader reviews:

Maureen Bonds:

This The Wild and the Wicked: On Nature and Human Nature (MIT Press) book is not really ordinary book,
you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is information
inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of
information you will get. This particular The Wild and the Wicked: On Nature and Human Nature (MIT
Press) without we recognize teach the one who looking at it become critical in pondering and analyzing.
Don't possibly be worry The Wild and the Wicked: On Nature and Human Nature (MIT Press) can bring if
you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it inside your
lovely laptop even cell phone. This The Wild and the Wicked: On Nature and Human Nature (MIT Press)
having fine arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Kirk Mathews:

Often the book The Wild and the Wicked: On Nature and Human Nature (MIT Press) will bring someone to
the new experience of reading the book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In case you try to
find new book to read, this book very acceptable to you. The book The Wild and the Wicked: On Nature and
Human Nature (MIT Press) is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from
your official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Melinda McKinney:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside look
likes. Maybe you answer might be The Wild and the Wicked: On Nature and Human Nature (MIT Press)
why because the wonderful cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint a
person. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will
directly direct you to pick up this book.

Jacquelynn Laverty:

Within this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you are related is just
spending your time not much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of the books in the
top collection in your reading list will be The Wild and the Wicked: On Nature and Human Nature (MIT
Press). This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in becoming precious person.
By looking upward and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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