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One of the most influential and popular works in all literature, Ovid’s Metamorphoses is a weaving-together
of classical myths, extending in time from the creation of the world to the death of Julius Caesar. This
volume provides the Latin text of the first five books of the poem and the most detailed commentary
available in English for these books.

In his introduction to the volume, editor William S. Anderson provides essential background information,
discussing Ovid’s life, the reception of the Metamorphoses during Ovid’s day and after, and the poem’s
central issues. The Latin text of the five books is Anderson’s own edition, based on years of study of the
surviving manuscripts. In the extensive notes that follow the text, Anderson offers both useful summaries of
the stories and detailed line-by-line comments.

Unlike other epic poems, which concern wars and heroism, the Metamorphoses centers on ordinary human
beings, women as well as men, who live in a world of continuous change. The first five books, which include
such well-known stories as Apollo and Daphane, Diana and Actaeon, and Narcissus and Echo, deal
especially with the relationship between human beings and the gods. Arrogant and lustful, but all-powerful,
the gods of Ovid’s universe selfishly pursue their own pleasures, frequently at the expense of their human
targets. Yet these gods escape unscathed, while the humans, unjustly, are punished. Helpless to defend
themselves, they are changed into animal or nonhuman forms.

A resource for students and scholars of Latin, this volume enhances understanding and enjoyment of Ovid’s
changeable poem about our changeable existence.
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From reader reviews:

Megan Fairbanks:

The book Ovid's Metamorphoses: Books 1-5 (Bks. 1-5) can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. Why must we leave a very important thing like a book
Ovid's Metamorphoses: Books 1-5 (Bks. 1-5)? Several of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one
aim in which book can give many information for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer using
your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you can share all of
these. Book Ovid's Metamorphoses: Books 1-5 (Bks. 1-5) has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great
and big function for you. You can search the enormous world by start and read a book. So it is very
wonderful.

Fidel Auxier:

The book untitled Ovid's Metamorphoses: Books 1-5 (Bks. 1-5) is the reserve that recommended to you to
learn. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to you actually. The language that
writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of
research when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to your account is absolutely
accurate. You also will get the e-book of Ovid's Metamorphoses: Books 1-5 (Bks. 1-5) from the publisher to
make you much more enjoy free time.

Janice Wilham:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity along with
family or just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by examining a
book. Ugh, ya think reading a book can actually hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all
right you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Ovid's
Metamorphoses: Books 1-5 (Bks. 1-5) which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.

Frederick Palazzo:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source this filled update of news. In this
modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social such as
newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just trying to
find the Ovid's Metamorphoses: Books 1-5 (Bks. 1-5) when you needed it?
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