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Historians have long assumed that immigration to the United States was free from regulation until anti-Asian
racism on the West Coast triggered the introduction of federal laws to restrict Chinese immigration in the
1880s. Studies of European immigration and government control on the East Coast have, meanwhile,
focused on Ellis Island, which opened in 1892.

In this groundbreaking work, Hidetaka Hirota reinterprets the origins of immigration restriction in the United
States, especially deportation policy, offering the first sustained study of immigration control conducted by
states prior to the introduction of federal immigration law. Faced with the influx of impoverished Irish
immigrants over the first half of the nineteenth century, nativists in New York and Massachusetts built upon
colonial poor laws to develop policies for prohibiting the landing of destitute foreigners and deporting those
already resident to Europe, Canada, or other American states. These policies laid the foundations for federal
immigration law. By investigating state officials' practices of illegal removal, including the overseas
deportation of citizens, this book reveals how the state-level treatment of destitute immigrants set precedents
for the use of unrestricted power against undesirable aliens. It also traces the transnational lives of the
migrants from their initial departure from Ireland and passage to North America through their expulsion from
the United States and postdeportation lives in Europe, showing how American deportation policy operated as
part of the broader exclusion of nonproducing members from societies in the Atlantic world.

By locating the roots of American immigration control in cultural prejudice against the Irish and, more
essentially, economic concerns about their poverty in nineteenth-century New York and Massachusetts,
Expelling the Poor fundamentally revises the history of American immigration policy.
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From reader reviews:

Marcus Casale:

The book Expelling the Poor: Atlantic Seaboard States and the Nineteenth-Century Origins of American
Immigration Policy make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable more
increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem with your
subject. If you can make studying a book Expelling the Poor: Atlantic Seaboard States and the Nineteenth-
Century Origins of American Immigration Policy to get your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add
your capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you
like open and read a book Expelling the Poor: Atlantic Seaboard States and the Nineteenth-Century Origins
of American Immigration Policy. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or
encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this guide?

Joseph Curtis:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place
and notice through surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the item for a while
is reading. Yes, by reading a reserve your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand up than
other is high. For you who want to start reading a book, we give you this kind of Expelling the Poor: Atlantic
Seaboard States and the Nineteenth-Century Origins of American Immigration Policy book as basic and
daily reading guide. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Erica Dennis:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information these days can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider any time those information which is inside former life are challenging to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one is acceptable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you find the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take Expelling the Poor: Atlantic Seaboard States and the
Nineteenth-Century Origins of American Immigration Policy as your daily resource information.

Ann Reiter:

Expelling the Poor: Atlantic Seaboard States and the Nineteenth-Century Origins of American Immigration
Policy can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because
this guide has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort that will put
every word into joy arrangement in writing Expelling the Poor: Atlantic Seaboard States and the Nineteenth-
Century Origins of American Immigration Policy however doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader



the hottest along with based confirm resource data that maybe you can be one of it. This great information
can certainly drawn you into new stage of crucial imagining.
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