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Bookleggers and Smuthounds vividly brings to life this significant chapter in American publishing history.
Jay Gertzman offers unforgettable portrayals of the "pariah capitalists" who shaped the industry, and of the
individuals, organizations, and government agencies who sought to control them. Among the most
compelling personalities we meet are the notorious publisher Samuel Roth, "the Prometheus of the
Unprintable", and his nemesis, John Sumner, head of the New York Society for the Suppression of Vice, a
man aggressive in his pursuit of pornographers and in his quest for a morally united -- and ethnically
homogeneous -- America.If the book is about individuals and the books they published, sold, or seized, it is
equally about prurience: how it affects the mind, how it has been used to make judgments about proper and
illicit behavior, and how it has been used to make laws. Gertzman contends that publishers of erotica and the
moralists who attacked them during the mid-twentieth century had a subtle symbiotic relationship. As good
businesspeople, erotica distributors necessarily appealed to prurient interests. They invited their clients to
indulge curiosities that kept intact the association of sex with obscenity and shameful silence. He delves into
the psychological and social pressures of publishing and selling erotica, and proves that whatever stage of a
sexual revolution America may be in, prurience is just as powerful a catalyst to action now as it ever
was.This first examination of the trade in erotica during the 1920s and 1930s provides a basis for
understanding the evolution of both obscenity law and sexual explicitness in literature, and raises fascinating
issues about therelationship between moral control, idealism, and the marketplace in ways that continue to
resonate today.
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From reader reviews:

Rose Villegas:

The knowledge that you get from Bookleggers and Smuthounds: The Trade in Erotica, 1920-1940 may be
the more deep you excavating the information that hide into the words the more you get interested in reading
it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but Bookleggers and Smuthounds: The Trade in Erotica,
1920-1940 giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in certain way that can
be understood simply by anyone who read that because the author of this publication is well-known enough.
This particular book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can
go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this Bookleggers and
Smuthounds: The Trade in Erotica, 1920-1940 instantly.

Michael Patterson:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with their story as well
as their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to their book. One of them is this
Bookleggers and Smuthounds: The Trade in Erotica, 1920-1940.

John Threadgill:

Typically the book Bookleggers and Smuthounds: The Trade in Erotica, 1920-1940 has a lot associated with
on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was published by the very
famous author. The writer makes some research just before write this book. This kind of book very easy to
read you can obtain the point easily after reading this article book.

Joseph Robison:

You are able to spend your free time to learn this book this e-book. This Bookleggers and Smuthounds: The
Trade in Erotica, 1920-1940 is simple bringing you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train and
soon. If you did not include much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is
make you much easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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