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Palliative medicine was first recognised as a specialist field in 1987. One hundred years earlier, London
based doctor William Munk published a treatise on 'easeful death' that mapped out the principles of practical,
spiritual, and medical support at the end of life. In the intervening years a major process of development took
place which led to innovative services, new approaches to the study and relief of pain and other symptoms, a
growing interest in 'holistic' care, and a desire to gain more recognition for care at the end of life.

This book traces the history of palliative medicine, from its nineteenth-century origins, to its modern practice
around the world. It takes in the changing meaning of 'euthanasia', assesses the role of religious and
philanthropic organisations in the creation of homes for the dying, and explores how twentieth-century
doctors created a special focus on end of life care. To Comfort Always traces the rise of clinical studies,
academic programmes and international collaborations to promote palliative care. It examines the continuing
need to support development with evidence, and assesses the dilemmas of unequal access to services and
pain relieving drugs, as well as the periodic accusations of creeping medicalization within the field.

This is the first history of its kind, and the breadth of information it encompasses makes it an essential
resource for those interested in the long-term achievements of palliative medicine as well as the challenges
that remain.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Nelson:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy
individual? If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster.
And you have spare time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. The doctor has to answer
that question mainly because just their can do which. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person.
Yes, it is suitable. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this specific To Comfort Always:
A history of Palliative Care (Oxford Medical Histories) to read.

Kathleen Bosarge:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get great
deal of stress from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are there when the
spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading guides. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the particular book you have read will
be To Comfort Always: A history of Palliative Care (Oxford Medical Histories).

Arlene Farmer:

Reading a book to be new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to learn a book. When you
examine a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what forms
of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your research, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, in
addition to soon. The To Comfort Always: A history of Palliative Care (Oxford Medical Histories) provide
you with a new experience in examining a book.

Michael Yancey:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our know-how for everything. By a book we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year ended up being exactly added. This book To Comfort Always: A history of Palliative Care (Oxford
Medical Histories) was filled in relation to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your
technology competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big
selling point of a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like right now, many ways
to get book that you wanted.
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