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In an extraordinary history of the criminal trial, Sadakat Kadri shows with wit, legal insight and a travel
writer's eye for detail, how the irrationality of the past lives on in the legal systems of the present. A bold and
brilliant debut from a prize-winning new writer. 'The Trial' spans a vast distance in time, opening in the
dread silence of the Egyptian Hall of the Dead and ending with the melodramas and hubbub of the 21st-
century trial circus. Reconciliation and vengeance, secrecy and spectacle, superstition and reason all
intertwine continually. The book crosses from the marbled courtrooms of Athens through the ordeal pits of
Anglo-Saxon England, past the torture chambers of the Inquisition to the judicial theatres of 17th-century
Salem, and from 1930s Moscow and post-war Nuremberg to the virtual courtrooms of modern Hollywood.
Kadri shows throughout how the trial has always been concerned with doing more than guaranteeing fairness
and holding human beings to account for their deliberate crimes. He recounts how insentient and irrational
defendants from caterpillars to corpses were once summonsed to court, before being exiled for their failure to
attend or sentenced to die again - and argues that the same urge to punish lives on in today's trials of children
and the mentally ill. But although Justice's sword has always been double-edged - as ready to destroy a
community's enemies as to defend its dreams of due process - the judicial contest also operates to enshrine
some of the western world's most cherished values. The show trials of Stalin's Soviet Union were shams, but
Guantanamo Bay and Abu Ghraib are a reminder that a lack of a trial is equally unjust, and at a time when
our constitutional landscape seems to be melting away, an appreciation of the criminal courtroom's history is
more necessary than ever. As the Labour government launches an almost annual attempt to truncate trial by
jury, and as authorities on both sides of the Atlantic are indefinitely detaining people in the name of an
endless war on terror, 'The Trial' could hardly be more timely.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Bolinger:

This The Trial: A History from Socrates to O.J. Simpson usually are reliable for you who want to be a
successful person, why. The main reason of this The Trial: A History from Socrates to O.J. Simpson can be
one of several great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple looking at food but
feed an individual with information that perhaps will shock your previous knowledge. This book is definitely
handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed people. Beside
that this The Trial: A History from Socrates to O.J. Simpson forcing you to have an enormous of experience
like rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day action. So ,
let's have it appreciate reading.

Joey Mendoza:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the concept The Trial: A
History from Socrates to O.J. Simpson suitable to you? Often the book was written by famous writer in this
era. The particular book untitled The Trial: A History from Socrates to O.J. Simpsonis the one of several
books this everyone read now. This book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this
reserve you will enter the new dimension that you ever know before. The author explained their thought in
the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this guide. This book will give
you a lots of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world on this book.

Rigoberto Hamilton:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read
the book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent the
whole day to reading a publication. The book The Trial: A History from Socrates to O.J. Simpson it is rather
good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this
book. If you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore
very easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book provides high
quality.

Haley Berg:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Trial: A History from
Socrates to O.J. Simpson, you are able to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still want to miss it?
What kind of hang type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its



known as reading friends.
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