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Today Americans are used to keeping tabs on inflation through the use of price indexes and interest rates,
and to restraining it through the use of Federal Reserve monetary policy. No tabs, however, are kept on other
kinds of inflation, of symbols other than money. Klapp looks into what the inflation of value might mean and
how it occurs in social relations, popular culture, mass contagions, fads and fashions, even smiles and kisses.

In Klapp's view, symbolic or cultural inflation applies to all social processes in which enlargement,
expansion, or oversupply leads to the diminishing of value of a symbol. Its symptoms have been noted in the
arts, in communications, and in politics, but there have been few, if any, attempts to analyze the mechanism
by which such inflation occurs. The author attempts such an analysis, structuring it around those mechanisms
he terms "social magnifiers."

On the simplest level, there is mere overstatement, the exaggeration of claims that lose credibility as the
reality is seen to fall short. More socially complex are types of magnifiers that involve shared cultural values
and large groups of people. These include "crusading," the rhetorical inflation of a conflict into a war of good
versus evil; emotional contagion, which through uncritical suggestibility draws large numbers of people into
actions that exaggerate value; and self-expansion through identification with others, the vicarious triumphs
and careers of heroes and celebrities, a process Klapp terms "emotional hitchhiking. "Finally, there is the
market-like type of cultural inflation in which oversupply of a symbol leads to a weakening of its power to
elicit desired responses. Klapp demonstrates how this market concept applies to such symbols as credentials,
medals, smiles, kisses, greeting cards, religious tokens, fashions, and finally to information itself.

The result of Klapp's study is to bring into focus this vast, pervasive, largely unwitting sort of inflation that
eats away at cultural values that carry no price in the money market and to isolate various
conditions—massness, egalitari-anism, loss of scarcity—that favor social inflation and thereby help us to
understand (even to control?) it as a source of disappointment in modern society. This book will be of
interest to sociologists, economists, and students of American culture concerned with the erosion of values in
an information age.
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From reader reviews:

Louise Wax:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each publication has different aim as well as goal; it means that e-book
has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time to read a book. These are reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, person feel need book if they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you will need this Inflation of Symbols: Loss of Values in American Culture.

Paul Birch:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Sure, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled Inflation of
Symbols: Loss of Values in American Culture? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You recognize
beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you
agree with their opinion or you have different opinion?

Gloria Taylor:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they
write about the knowledge about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or
how to teach your young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days
always try to improve their ability in writing, they also doing some study before they write with their book.
One of them is this Inflation of Symbols: Loss of Values in American Culture.

Rita Beatty:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You
can observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The book that recommended for
you is Inflation of Symbols: Loss of Values in American Culture this guide consist a lot of the information
on the condition of this world now. That book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The
terminology styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some
research when he makes this book. This is why this book ideal all of you.
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