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While the structure and themes of the Divine Comedy are defined by the narrative of a spiritual pilgrimage
guided by Christian truth, Winthrop Wetherbee’s remarkable new study reveals that Dante’s engagement
with the great Latin poets Vergil, Ovid, Lucan, and Statius constitutes a second, complementary narrative
centered on psychological and artistic self-discovery.
 
This fresh, illuminating approach departs from the usual treatment of classical poets in Dante criticism,
which assigns them a merely allegorical function. Their true importance to Dante’s project is much greater.
As Wetherbee meticulously shows, Dante’s use of the poets is grounded in an astute understanding of their
historical situation and a deeply sympathetic reading of their poetry.
 
Dante may have been motivated to correct pagan thought and imagery, but more pervasive was his desire to
recreate classical style and to restore classical auctoritas to his own times. Dante’s journey in the Commedia,
beginning with the pilgrim’s assumption of a tragic view of the human condition, progresses with the great
poetry of the classical past as an intrinsic component of—not just a foil to—the spiritual experience. Dante
ultimately recognizes classical poetry as an essential means to his discovery of truth.
 
A stunning contribution by one of the nation’s leading medievalists, Wetherbee’s investigation of the poem’s
classicism makes possible an ethical and spiritual but non-Christian reading of Dante, one that will spur new
research and become an indispensable tool for teaching the Commedia.
 
“Winthrop Wetherbee’s study of Dante’s relationship to the classical Latin poets—Vergil, Ovid, Lucan,
Statius—is a genuine tour de force. Drawing upon an expert knowledge of these four Latin authors and
tracking Dante's manifold uses of them from the beginning of the Commedia straight through to the end,
Wetherbee produces something like a 'total reading' of the poem's classicism. This is a significant
achievement by one of our leading medievalists.” —Albert Russell Ascoli, Terrill Distinguished
Professor, University of California, Berkeley
 
“In The Ancient Flame, Winthrop Wetherbee brings together two longstanding passions, Roman epic and
Dante’s Divine Comedy; his study wonderfully illuminates both. Wetherbee presents a Dante who opened
himself as fully as possible to the forces that shaped the poetic worlds of his pagan forebears. In Vergil he
experienced the tragedy of history, the constraints of life in a universe ruled by inexorable fate, where virtue
and piety were never far from fury. In Lucan he witnessed the anger and despair that would mark the damned
in Hell, and a moral inflexibility that qualifies the worthiness of Cato in Purgatory. In Ovid Dante felt the
sweep and the shortfall of humanity and imagination in the classical age. In Statius he registered the impulse
of an era to transcend what it could not fully understand. Comprehensive and unfailingly sensitive, The
Ancient Flame is as poetically responsive a reading of the Divine Comedy and Latin literature as we have
ever had.” —Warren Ginsberg, Knight Professor of Humanities, University of Oregon
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From reader reviews:

Ian Gardner:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important normally. The book The Ancient Flame: Dante and the Poets (ND Devers Series
Dante & Med. Ital. Lit.) had been making you to know about other information and of course you can take
more information. It is very advantages for you. The e-book The Ancient Flame: Dante and the Poets (ND
Devers Series Dante & Med. Ital. Lit.) is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to
become your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your e-book. Try to
make relationship using the book The Ancient Flame: Dante and the Poets (ND Devers Series Dante & Med.
Ital. Lit.). You never truly feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Eddie Bussell:

The book untitled The Ancient Flame: Dante and the Poets (ND Devers Series Dante & Med. Ital. Lit.)
contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains the girl idea with easy way. The language is very clear
to see all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was published by
famous author. The author brings you in the new age of literary works. It is easy to read this book because
you can please read on your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book inside anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice
read.

Jewel Tarr:

You could spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This The Ancient Flame: Dante and the
Poets (ND Devers Series Dante & Med. Ital. Lit.) is simple to create you can read it in the playground, in the
beach, train along with soon. If you did not have much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the
e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Therefore there
are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Dwight McBride:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity with family or just watching
TV all day long. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, think reading a
book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok you can have the e-book, getting
everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Ancient Flame: Dante and the Poets (ND Devers Series
Dante & Med. Ital. Lit.) which is having the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.
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