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Africa has been coveted for its riches ever since the era of the Pharaohs. In past centuries, it was the lure of
gold, ivory, and slaves that drew fortune-seekers, merchant-adventurers, and conquerors from afar. In
modern times, the focus of attention is on oil, diamonds, and other valuable minerals.

Land was another prize. The Romans relied on their colonies in northern Africa for vital grain shipments to
feed the population of Rome. Arab invaders followed in their wake, eventually colonizing the entire region.
More recently, foreign corporations have acquired huge tracts of land to secure food supplies needed abroad,
just as the Romans did.

In this vast and vivid panorama of history, Martin Meredith follows the fortunes of Africa over a period of
5,000 years. With compelling narrative, he traces the rise and fall of ancient kingdoms and empires; the
spread of Christianity and Islam; the enduring quest for gold and other riches; the exploits of explorers and
missionaries; and the impact of European colonization. He examines, too, the fate of modern African states
and concludes with a glimpse of their future.

His cast of characters includes religious leaders, mining magnates, warlords, dictators, and many other
legendary figures—among them Mansa Musa, ruler of the medieval Mali empire, said to be the richest man
the world has ever known. “I speak of Africa,” Shakespeare wrote, “and of golden joys.” This is history on
an epic scale.
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From reader reviews:

Alan Fan:

This book untitled The Fortunes of Africa: A 5000-Year History of Wealth, Greed, and Endeavor to be one
of several books which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this guide you can get a lot of
benefit into it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retail outlet or you can order it via online. The
publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, as you can read this
book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this guide from your list.

Eugene Hughes:

The guide with title The Fortunes of Africa: A 5000-Year History of Wealth, Greed, and Endeavor contains a
lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This particular
book exist new expertise the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world at
this point. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This particular book
will bring you in new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you
can read the item anywhere you want.

Scott Harrington:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or playing
video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read some
sort of book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day every day to
reading a book. The book The Fortunes of Africa: A 5000-Year History of Wealth, Greed, and Endeavor it is
quite good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this
book. When you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can
m0ore easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book has high
quality.

Kenneth Cunningham:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but novel and The Fortunes of Africa: A 5000-Year History of
Wealth, Greed, and Endeavor or perhaps others sources were given information for you. After you know
how the truly amazing a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher
or perhaps students especially. Those guides are helping them to add their knowledge. In some other case,
beside science reserve, any other book likes The Fortunes of Africa: A 5000-Year History of Wealth, Greed,
and Endeavor to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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