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In 1891, officers of the United States Public Health Service began examining immigrants at the nation's
borders for "loathsome and dangerous contagious diseases." First introduced as a means to screen out those
who posed a threat to public health, the examinations were soon described by officials as a way of denying
entry to applicants who could not work and would, therefore, be a burden on society. But historian Amy
Fairchild has unearthed a curious fact about this ubiquitous rite of immigration?it was rarely undertaken to
exclude immigrants.

In Science at the Borders, Fairchild retells the immigrant story, offering a new interpretation of the medical
exam and the role it played in the lives of the 25 million immigrants who entered the US. She argues that the
vast assembly line of flesh and bone served as a kind of initiation into the life of the new working class, one
that would introduce men and women from the villages of eastern Europe and elsewhere to the norms and
conventions of the factory floor. What the overwhelming majority of immigrants endured at Ellis Island and
other entry points to the United States was, according to Fairchild, part of a process of induction into
American industrial society.

Against this backdrop Fairchild also explores the southern border of the United States and the West Coast
where the exam did, in fact, serve to exclude. Throughout, Fairchild conveys the humanity of the story,
offering detailed accounts of individual immigrants confronting a large scientific and medical bureaucracy.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Smith:

The book Science at the Borders: Immigrant Medical Inspection and the Shaping of the Modern Industrial
Labor Force give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable
much more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem using
your subject. If you can make examining a book Science at the Borders: Immigrant Medical Inspection and
the Shaping of the Modern Industrial Labor Force to get your habit, you can get considerably more
advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You
could know everything if you like open and read a reserve Science at the Borders: Immigrant Medical
Inspection and the Shaping of the Modern Industrial Labor Force. Kinds of book are several. It means that,
science reserve or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this guide?

Michael Carr:

The book untitled Science at the Borders: Immigrant Medical Inspection and the Shaping of the Modern
Industrial Labor Force contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains the girl idea with easy
technique. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to
read this. The book was authored by famous author. The author provides you in the new age of literary
works. It is possible to read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or product, so you can
read the book with anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up
their official web-site and order it. Have a nice go through.

Patrick Bergeron:

Is it anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Science at the Borders: Immigrant Medical
Inspection and the Shaping of the Modern Industrial Labor Force can be the respond to, oh how comes? A
book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this completely
new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Jose Enriquez:

Some people said that they feel fed up when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the idea when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose the book Science at the Borders: Immigrant Medical Inspection
and the Shaping of the Modern Industrial Labor Force to make your own reading is interesting. Your own
personal skill of reading proficiency is developing when you like reading. Try to choose very simple book to
make you enjoy to study it and mingle the opinion about book and reading especially. It is to be first opinion
for you to like to open up a book and read it. Beside that the guide Science at the Borders: Immigrant
Medical Inspection and the Shaping of the Modern Industrial Labor Force can to be your brand-new friend
when you're really feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of this time.
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