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An intimate look into three Victorian photo-settings, Pleasures Taken considers questions of loss and
sexuality as they are raised by some of the most compelling and often misrepresented photographs of the era:
Lewis Carroll’s photographs of young girls; Julia Margaret Cameron’s photographs of Madonnas; and the
photographs of Hannah Cullwick, a "maid of all work," who had herself pictured in a range of masquerades,
from a blackened chimney sweep to a bare-chested Magdalene. Reading these settings performatively, Carol
Mavor shifts the focus toward the subjectivity of these girls and women, and toward herself as a writer.
Mavor’s original approach to these photographs emphatically sees sexuality where it has been previously
rendered invisible. She insists that the sexuality of the girls in Carroll’s pictures is not only present, but
deserves recognition, respect, and scrutiny. Similarly, she sees in Cameron’s photographs of sensual
Madonnas surprising visions of motherhood that outstrip both Victorian and contemporary understandings of
the maternal as untouchable and inviolate, without sexuality. Finally she shows how Hannah Cullwick,
posing in various masquerades for her secret paramour, emerges as a subject with desires rather than simply
a victim of her upper-class partner. Even when confronting the darker areas of these photographs, Mavor
perseveres in her insistence on the pleasures taken—by the viewer, the photographer, and often by the model
herself—in the act of imagining these sexualities. Inspired by Roland Barthes, and drawing on other theorists
such as Julia Kristeva and Luce Irigaray, Mavor creates a text that is at once interdisciplinary, personal, and
profoundly pleasurable.
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From reader reviews:

Mandy Conway:

This Pleasures Taken: Performances of Sexuality and Loss in Victorian Photographs book is just not
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is
actually information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you
actually read a lot of information you will get. That Pleasures Taken: Performances of Sexuality and Loss in
Victorian Photographs without we realize teach the one who studying it become critical in considering and
analyzing. Don't be worry Pleasures Taken: Performances of Sexuality and Loss in Victorian Photographs
can bring any time you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can
have it in your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Pleasures Taken: Performances of Sexuality and Loss in
Victorian Photographs having very good arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not sense
uninterested in reading.

Hoyt Moore:

The knowledge that you get from Pleasures Taken: Performances of Sexuality and Loss in Victorian
Photographs may be the more deep you looking the information that hide inside the words the more you get
thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but Pleasures Taken:
Performances of Sexuality and Loss in Victorian Photographs giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The
writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood through anyone who read this because the
author of this reserve is well-known enough. That book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well.
That makes it easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
propose you for having this particular Pleasures Taken: Performances of Sexuality and Loss in Victorian
Photographs instantly.

Adam Blandford:

This Pleasures Taken: Performances of Sexuality and Loss in Victorian Photographs is great e-book for you
because the content which is full of information for you who all always deal with world and also have to
make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it info accurately using great organize word or we
can claim no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole info in it.
Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but tricky core information with beautiful
delivering sentences. Having Pleasures Taken: Performances of Sexuality and Loss in Victorian Photographs
in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no
book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen tiny right but this guide already do that. So , it is good
reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt this?

Irma Lovern:

The book untitled Pleasures Taken: Performances of Sexuality and Loss in Victorian Photographs contain a



lot of information on the item. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy way. The language is very
clear and understandable all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read that. The book was
published by famous author. The author provides you in the new age of literary works. You can read this
book because you can read on your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book with anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site and order
it. Have a nice study.
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