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Maya is the first choice of digital content creators producing award-winning games, 3D animation and visual
effects. Built on a procedural architecture called the Dependency Graph, Maya offers incredible power and
flexibility for generating digital images of animated characters and scenes.

Learning Maya 5: Foundation takes you through over twenty project-focused lessons that offer hands-on
experience with key tools and techniques.

This book introduces you to the following topics:
* The Maya User Interface
* Working in 3D space
* NURBS (spline) Modeling
* Polygonal Modeling
* Keyframes and Motion Paths
* Trax(TM) Non-linear animation
* Forward and Inverse Kinematics
* Surface Deformations
* Cameras and Lights
* Shaders and Techniques
* Particles and Dynamics
* MEL (Maya Embedded Language)
What you need to use this book:
* Maya Complete(TM), Maya Unlimited(TM), or Maya Personal Learning Edition(TM) version 5 software
* A DVD-ROM or set-top player

Project One: Bouncing Ball
Quickly get your feet wet by animating a basic bouncing ball. Add a squash and stretch, create a ring of fire
using a particle clip effect, then add sparks as the ball hits the flames.

Project Two: Jack-in-the-box
Learn the basics of modeling, animating, and rendering a scene. Use Maya Artisan(TM) tools to sculpt Jack's
face and to paint a color texture in 3D. Refine the scene's rendering using IPR (Interactive Photorealistic
Rendering).

Project Three: Space Battle
Starting with a more in-depth look at polygonal and NURBS modeling, this project sets up a motion path
animation, complete with Opti-FX explosions. Use Maya Paint Effects(TM) to create a realistic starfield.

Project Four: Primitive Man
Using Maya's Trax non-linear animation, you cycle for a bi-ped Inverse Kinematic skeleton. This lesson will
also explore basic character skinning and deformation.

Project Five: Salty the Seal
This project brings together the skills developed in earlier lessons into a more complex scene where you



learn how Maya lets you fully integrate modeling, rendering, and animation tasks.
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From reader reviews:

Kevin Caputo:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled Learning Maya 5: Foundation. Try to face the book Learning Maya 5:
Foundation as your buddy. It means that it can to become your friend when you truly feel alone and beside
that of course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you
considerably more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , we should make new
experience and knowledge with this book.

Colin Rousey:

Book is definitely written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can understand everything you want by
a guide. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A guide Learning Maya 5: Foundation will
make you to end up being smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about every thing.
But some of you think in which open or reading any book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why
they might be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or suited book with you?

Lorene Lord:

Now a day those who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Learning Maya 5: Foundation
book as this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred pct
guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Craig Rushing:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the concept Learning Maya 5:
Foundation suitable to you? The book was written by well known writer in this era. The actual book untitled
Learning Maya 5: Foundationis the one of several books that will everyone read now. That book was
inspired many people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new shape that you ever
know just before. The author explained their thought in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to
know the core of this book. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now. So
you can see the represented of the world in this book.
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