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Although much is known about the political stance of the military at large during the Civil War, the political
party affiliations of individual soldiers have received little attention. Drawing on archival sources from
twenty-five generals and 250 volunteer officers and enlisted men, John Matsui offers the first major study to
examine the ways in which individual politics were as important as military considerations to battlefield
outcomes and how the experience of war could alter soldiers’ political views.

The conservative war aims pursued by Abraham Lincoln’s generals (and to some extent, the president
himself) in the first year of the American Civil War focused on the preservation of the Union and the
restoration of the antebellum status quo. This approach was particularly evident in the prevailing policies and
attitudes toward Confederacy-supporting Southern civilians and slavery. But this changed in Virginia during
the summer of 1862 with the formation of the Army of Virginia. If the Army of the Potomac (the major
Union force in Virginia) was dominated by generals who concurred with the ideology of the Democratic
Party, the Army of Virginia (though likewise a Union force) was its political opposite, from its senior
generals to the common soldiers. The majority of officers and soldiers in the Army of Virginia saw slavery
and pro-Confederate civilians as crucial components of the rebel war effort and blamed them for prolonging
the war. The frustrating occupation experiences of the Army of Virginia radicalized them further, making
them a vanguard against Southern rebellion and slavery within the Union army as a whole and paving the
way for Abraham Lincoln to issue the Emancipation Proclamation.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Woodruff:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time? Yes,
you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a wander, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or read a book allowed The First
Republican Army: The Army of Virginia and the Radicalization of the Civil War (A Nation Divided: Studies
in the Civil War Era)? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time
with the favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have other
opinion?

Melvin Robinson:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by interact with the internet and
the resources within it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each data they get. How people have
to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The First Republican Army: The Army
of Virginia and the Radicalization of the Civil War (A Nation Divided: Studies in the Civil War Era) book
because book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred
percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Sally Rose:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with good friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try factor that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The First Republican Army:
The Army of Virginia and the Radicalization of the Civil War (A Nation Divided: Studies in the Civil War
Era), it is possible to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang
type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout men. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its called reading
friends.

Rachel Morris:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not attempting The First Republican Army:
The Army of Virginia and the Radicalization of the Civil War (A Nation Divided: Studies in the Civil War
Era) that give your fun preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading behavior all over
the world can be said as the means for people to know world a great deal better then how they react to the
world. It can't be stated constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky particular person but for all of
you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you



can pick The First Republican Army: The Army of Virginia and the Radicalization of the Civil War (A
Nation Divided: Studies in the Civil War Era) become your own personal starter.
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