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What led to the breakdown of the Soviet Union? Steven Solnick argues, contrary to most current literature,
that the Soviet system did not fall victim to stalemate at the top or to a revolution from below, but rather to
opportunism from within. In three case studies--on the Communist Youth League, the system of job
assignments for university graduates, and military conscription--Solnick makes use of rich archival sources
and interviews to tell the story from a new perspective, and to employ and test Western theories of the firm
in the Soviet environment. He finds that even before Gorbachev, mechanisms for controlling bureaucrats in
Soviet organizations were weak, allowing these individuals great latitude in their actions. Once reforms
began, they translated this latitude into open insubordination by seizing the very organizational assets they
were supposed to be managing. Thus, the Soviet system, Solnick argues, suffered the organizational
equivalent of a colossal bank run. When the servants of the state stopped obeying orders from above, the
state's fate was sealed.

By incorporating economic theories of institutions into a political theory of Soviet breakdown and collapse,
Stealing the State offers a powerful and dynamic account of the most important international political event
of the later twentieth century.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Marshall:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading through you
can get a lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this
world can certainly share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire
their particular reader with their story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the
ebooks. But also they write about the ability about something that you need illustration. How to get the good
score toefl, or how to teach children, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days
always try to improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to the
book. One of them is this Stealing the State: Control and Collapse in Soviet Institutions (Russian Research
Center Studies).

Amy Rodriguez:

Typically the book Stealing the State: Control and Collapse in Soviet Institutions (Russian Research Center
Studies) has a lot details on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book
was published by the very famous author. The author makes some research before write this book. This kind
of book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after looking over this book.

Frederick Palazzo:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always aim to and must have the time or they will get lot of stress
from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
sure. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity have you got
when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading publications. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the actual book you have
read is usually Stealing the State: Control and Collapse in Soviet Institutions (Russian Research Center
Studies).

Gay Swiderski:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book mainly book entitled Stealing the
State: Control and Collapse in Soviet Institutions (Russian Research Center Studies) your mind will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in most aspect that maybe not known for but surely might be your
mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a e-book then become one contact form conclusion
and explanation this maybe you never get ahead of. The Stealing the State: Control and Collapse in Soviet
Institutions (Russian Research Center Studies) giving you an additional experience more than blown away
your mind but also giving you useful data for your better life in this particular era. So now let us present to
you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind is going to be pleased when you are finished
examining it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?
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