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Since independence from Spain, a trope has remained pervasive in Latin America's republican imaginary:
that of an endless antagonism pitting civilization against barbarism as irreconcilable poles within which a
nation's life unfolds. This book apprehends that trope not just as the phantasmatic projection of postcolonial
elites fearful of the popular sectors but also as a symptom of a stubborn historical predicament: the cyclical
insistence with which the subaltern populations menacingly return to the nation's public spaces in the form of
crowds.

Focused on Venezuela but relevant to the rest of Latin America, and drawing on a rich theoretical
literature including authors like Derrida, Foucault, Lacoue-Labarthe, Nancy, Lyotard, Laclau, Taussig, and
others, Dancing Jacobins is a genealogical investigation of the intrinsically populist "monumental
governmentality" that in response to this predicament began to take shape in that nation at the time of
independence. Informed by a Bolivarian political theology, the nation's representatives, or "dancing
Jacobins," recursively draw on the repertoire of busts, portraits, and equestrian statues of national heroes
scattered across Venezuela in a montage of monuments and dancing--or universal and particular. They
monumentalize themselves on the stage of the polity as a ponderously statuesque yet occasionally riotous
reflection of the nation's general will.

To this day, the nervous oscillation between crowds and peoplehood intrinsic to this form of government has
inflected the republic's institutions and constructs, from the sovereign "people" to the nation's heroic
imaginary, its constitutional texts, representative figures, parliamentary structures, and, not least, its army.
Through this movement of collection and dispersion, these institutions are at all times haunted and imbued
from within by the crowds they otherwise set out to mold, enframe, and address.
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From reader reviews:

Curtis Russell:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to opt for book
like comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping Dancing Jacobins: A
Venezuelan Genealogy of Latin American Populism that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied
simply by reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the method for people to
know world far better then how they react to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading practice only
for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for every you who want to
start examining as your good habit, you could pick Dancing Jacobins: A Venezuelan Genealogy of Latin
American Populism become your current starter.

Leticia Brewster:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Dancing Jacobins: A Venezuelan Genealogy of
Latin American Populism guide written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that can
be understand by anyone who read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, dripping every ideas
and producing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still question Dancing Jacobins: A Venezuelan
Genealogy of Latin American Populism as good book not just by the cover but also by the content. This is
one publication that can break don't judge book by its cover, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense
to pick that!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to another
sixth sense.

Mike Jones:

Beside this kind of Dancing Jacobins: A Venezuelan Genealogy of Latin American Populism in your phone,
it can give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge
you are going to got here is fresh from oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an aged people live in
narrow small town. It is good thing to have Dancing Jacobins: A Venezuelan Genealogy of Latin American
Populism because this book offers for you readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you don't
get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this inside your
hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island.
Techniques you still want to miss it? Find this book in addition to read it from now!

Theresa Diaz:

This Dancing Jacobins: A Venezuelan Genealogy of Latin American Populism is completely new way for
you who has attention to look for some information given it relief your hunger associated with. Getting
deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having little digest in reading
this Dancing Jacobins: A Venezuelan Genealogy of Latin American Populism can be the light food in your
case because the information inside this book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books create itself in



the form that is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in publication
form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this book is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a e-book
especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss that!
Just read this e-book type for your better life as well as knowledge.
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