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“You recall the expression ‘toting the lead row’, don’t you? In chopping cotton or corn there is always a
leader, one who can chop the fastest of them all. When he finishes his row, he goes back and helps the other
choppers finish theirs. The one who totes the lead row takes the lead place in the next row.”—Ruby Pickens
Tartt

As a young woman growing up in Livingston in the Black Belt region of Alabama, Ruby Pickens Tartt
developed a keen interest in the stories, songs, and folklore of rural blacks. Born in 1880, this remarkable
woman lived through 94 years of dramatic change for blacks and whites alike.
    She was certain that the very essence of her native Sumter County lay on the back roads, in the cabins
hidden nearby, and with the black people who lived there. Their singing and their stories captivated her; the
preservation of their heritage became life-long commitment.
    In her collection work, including service with the WPA Writers’ Project, Ruby Pickens Tartt worked with
and assisted other collectors of folklore, notably Carl Carmer and John Lomax; indeed, her Livingston home
became a mecca for folklorists and writers. In helping them all, truly Mrs. Tartt was “toting the lead row”.
    Toting the Lead Row is divided into two major parts. The first is biographical and told in detail is her
work during the Depression with the Federal Writers’ Project, collecting folk songs and life histories and
gathering folklore. The second part contains selecting writings of Ruby Pickens Tartt: 18 life histories and
stories and 12 slave narratives.
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From reader reviews:

Theresa Gayle:

The book Toting the Lead Row: Ruby Pickens Tartt, Alabama Folklorist can give more knowledge and also
the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the best thing like a
book Toting the Lead Row: Ruby Pickens Tartt, Alabama Folklorist? Several of you have a different opinion
about publication. But one aim in which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right
now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you may give for each
other; you may share all of these. Book Toting the Lead Row: Ruby Pickens Tartt, Alabama Folklorist has
simple shape however, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can search the enormous
world by available and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

James Babb:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the
information inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get
based on what kind of book you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education books but if
you want truly feel happy read one using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular Toting
the Lead Row: Ruby Pickens Tartt, Alabama Folklorist is kind of reserve which is giving the reader erratic
experience.

Dan Fry:

Precisely why? Because this Toting the Lead Row: Ruby Pickens Tartt, Alabama Folklorist is an unordinary
book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will shock you with the secret the item
inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who write the book in such incredible way makes
the content interior easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning completely. So , it
is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This excellent book
will give you a lot of rewards than the other book possess such as help improving your skill and your critical
thinking approach. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were being you I will go to the reserve store
hurriedly.

Peter Wilson:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Aim to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its deal with
may doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because
fantastic as in the outside search likes. Maybe you answer may be Toting the Lead Row: Ruby Pickens Tartt,
Alabama Folklorist why because the amazing cover that make you consider about the content will not
disappoint you actually. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your



reading sixth sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.
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