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Immediately after World War I, four major European and American poets and thinkers--W. B. Yeats,
Robinson Jeffers, R. M. Rilke, and C. G. Jung--moved into towers as their principal habitations. Taking this
striking coincidence as its starting point, this book sets out to locate modern turriphilia in its cultural context
and to explore the biographical circumstances that motivated the four writers to choose their unusual retreats.
From the ziggurats of ancient Mesopotamia to the ivory towers of the fin de si cle, the author traces the
emergence of a variety of symbolic associations with the proud towers of the past, ranging from spirituality
and intellect to sexuality and sequestration.

But in every case the tower served both literally and symbolically as a refuge from the urban modernism
with whose values the four writers found themselves at odds. While the classic modernists (Eliot, Woolf,
Hart Crane) often singled out the broken tower as the image of a crumbling past, these writers actualized
their powerful visions: Yeats and Rilke moved into medieval towers in Ireland and Switzerland, while Jeffers
and Jung built themselves towers at Carmel and Bollingen as secluded spaces in which to cultivate the
traditions and values they cherished. The last chapter traces this perseverance of the ancient image through
its heyday in the twenties and into the present, where it has undergone renewal, institutionalization, and
parody.

Originally published in 1998.

The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to again make available
previously out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These paperback
editions preserve the original texts of these important books while presenting them in durable paperback
editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage
found in the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.
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From reader reviews:

Adam Nelson:

The book The View from the Tower: Origins of an Antimodernist Image make one feel enjoy for your spare
time. You can use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you
getting anxiety or having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading through a book The View
from the Tower: Origins of an Antimodernist Image to get your habit, you can get much more advantages,
like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You could know everything
if you like wide open and read a publication The View from the Tower: Origins of an Antimodernist Image.
Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you
think about this publication?

Alfredo Dunn:

This The View from the Tower: Origins of an Antimodernist Image book is not really ordinary book, you
have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is usually information
inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information
you will get. That The View from the Tower: Origins of an Antimodernist Image without we understand
teach the one who reading it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry The View
from the Tower: Origins of an Antimodernist Image can bring once you are and not make your bag space or
bookshelves' become full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This The
View from the Tower: Origins of an Antimodernist Image having good arrangement in word along with
layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Eldon Hall:

Now a day people that Living in the era wherever everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How individuals
to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading
through a book can help people out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The View from the
Tower: Origins of an Antimodernist Image book because book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of
course the data in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Shawn Hoffman:

The View from the Tower: Origins of an Antimodernist Image can be one of your beginning books that are
good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that could
increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the
information. The author giving his/her effort to put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing The
View from the Tower: Origins of an Antimodernist Image yet doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader
the hottest as well as based confirm resource data that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can



certainly drawn you into brand new stage of crucial imagining.
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