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Over the past quarter century, social theory has moved in diverse and often seemingly incompatible
directions, exaggerating differences of approach that existed even in earlier periods. In a strikingly original
book, Barry Barnes uses this intellectual diversity not only to identify but also to unify the central ways of
looking at the field. Barnes frames his task by addressing the most important problem confronting all
students of society today: the apparent conflict between cultural and functional methods of describing the
social order, on one hand, and choice-theoretic accounts, on the other. But rather than reviewing in detail the
origins and development of these contending views of reality, Barnes conducts a dialogue between the two
perspectives, thereby revealing their respective strengths and shortcomings. In the process, he develops a
case for a theoretical "third way," an interactionist understanding of the workings of the social order and the
emergence of behavioral norms.

Barnes successfully applies interactionist analysis, formerly used mostly for micro-social settings, to macro-
phenomena like the formation of status groups, the origin of social movements, the politics of class
formation, and the dynamics of bureaucratic action. He shows how these phenomena are inexplicable in
terms of exclusively cultural- functional or choice-theoretic methods: they can be understood only by
showing how norms emerge through interaction. Barnes has constructed a coherent and learned vision of the
fundamentals of social theory that will excite not only sociologists but all social scientists and their students.

Originally published in 1995.

The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to again make available
previously out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These editions
preserve the original texts of these important books while presenting them in durable paperback and
hardcover editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly
heritage found in the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.
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From reader reviews:

Arlene Oliver:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Sure, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a walk, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book allowed The
Elements of Social Theory (Princeton Legacy Library)? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You already
know beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do
you agree with it is opinion or you have some other opinion?

David Briggs:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading
routine give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information
inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind
of reserve you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with training books but if you want really feel
happy read one along with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Often the The Elements of
Social Theory (Princeton Legacy Library) is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Regina Hash:

This The Elements of Social Theory (Princeton Legacy Library) is great publication for you because the
content and that is full of information for you who all always deal with world and possess to make decision
every minute. This particular book reveal it info accurately using great coordinate word or we can declare no
rambling sentences in it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean
it only provides straight forward sentences but tricky core information with lovely delivering sentences.
Having The Elements of Social Theory (Princeton Legacy Library) in your hand like getting the world in
your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no e-book that offer you world in ten or fifteen
moment right but this e-book already do that. So , this is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. active do
you still doubt in which?

William Harris:

Many people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt this when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the book The Elements of Social Theory (Princeton Legacy
Library) to make your reading is interesting. Your skill of reading skill is developing when you similar to
reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the idea about book and reading
especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to wide open a book and examine it. Beside that the e-book
The Elements of Social Theory (Princeton Legacy Library) can to be a newly purchased friend when you're
sense alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of this time.
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