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John C. Calhoun (1782–1850), the South Carolinian who served as a congressman, a senator, and the seventh
vice president of the United States, is best known for his role in southern resistance to abolition and his
doctrine of state nullification. But he was also an accomplished political thinker, articulating the theory of
the “concurrent majority.” This theory, John G. Grove contends, is a rare example of American political
thought resting on classical assumptions about human nature and political life. By tracing Calhoun’s ideas
over the course of his political career, Grove unravels the relationship between the theory of the concurrent
majority and civic harmony, constitutional reform, and American slavery. In doing so, Grove distinguishes
Calhoun’s political philosophy from his practical, political commitment to states’ rights and slavery, and
identifies his ideas as a genuinely classical form of republicanism that focuses on the political nature of
mankind, public virtue, and civic harmony.

Man was a social creature, Calhoun argued, and the role of government was to maximize society’s ability to
thrive. The requirements of social harmony, not abstract individual rights, were therefore the foundation of
political order. Hence the concurrent majority permitted the unique elements in any given society to pursue
their interests as long as these did not damage the whole society; it forced rulers to act in the interest of the
whole. John C. Calhoun’s Theory of Republicanism offers a close analysis of the historical development of
this idea from a basic, inherited republican ideology into a well-defined political theory. In the process, this
book demonstrates that Calhoun’s infamous defense of American slavery, while unwavering, was
intellectually shallow and, in some ways, contradicted his highly developed political theory.
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From reader reviews:

Walter Berry:

This book untitled John C. Calhoun's Theory of Republicanism (American Political Thought) to be one of
several books that will best seller in this year, that is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of
benefit on it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retailer or you can order it via online.
The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, because you can read
this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you to past this book from your list.

Colby Tapia:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book
like comic, limited story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not attempting John C. Calhoun's
Theory of Republicanism (American Political Thought) that give your entertainment preference will be
satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the way for
people to know world considerably better then how they react toward the world. It can't be stated constantly
that reading practice only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So ,
for all of you who want to start examining as your good habit, it is possible to pick John C. Calhoun's Theory
of Republicanism (American Political Thought) become your personal starter.

Laura Bradberry:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker
to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended for you is John C. Calhoun's Theory of Republicanism (American Political Thought) this
reserve consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This kind of book was
represented how does the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer require to explain it is easy
to understand. The actual writer made some research when he makes this book. That's why this book ideal all
of you.

Kyle Cook:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This book John C. Calhoun's Theory of Republicanism (American
Political Thought) was bright colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book John C.
Calhoun's Theory of Republicanism (American Political Thought) has many kinds or category. Start from
kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are
the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it can make you feel
happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading in which.
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