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The first comprehensive study of friendship in the Hebrew Bible  

Friendship, though a topic of considerable humanistic and cross disciplinary interest in contemporary
scholarship, has been largely ignored by scholars of the Hebrew Bible, possibly because of its complexity
and elusiveness. Filling a significant gap in our knowledge and understanding of biblical texts, Saul M.
Olyan provides this original, accessible analysis of a key form of social relationship. In this thorough and
compelling assessment, Olyan analyzes a wide range of texts, including prose narratives, prophetic materials,
psalms, pre-Hellenistic wisdom collections, and the Hellenistic-era wisdom book Ben Sira. This in-depth,
contextually sensitive, and theoretically engaged study explores how the expectations of friends and family
members overlap and differ, examining, among other things, characteristics that make the friend a distinct
social actor; failed friendship; and friendships in narratives such as those of Ruth and Naomi, and Jonathan
and David. Olyan presents a comprehensive look at what constitutes friendship in the Hebrew Bible.
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From reader reviews:

Edna Pilon:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yeah, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare
time to take a stroll, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled
Friendship in the Hebrew Bible (The Anchor Yale Bible Reference Library)? Maybe it is to be best activity
for you. You know beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before.
Do you agree with their opinion or you have other opinion?

Jerald Higgins:

The book untitled Friendship in the Hebrew Bible (The Anchor Yale Bible Reference Library) is the reserve
that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to an
individual. The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer
was did a lot of exploration when write the book, therefore the information that they share to you personally
is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of Friendship in the Hebrew Bible (The Anchor Yale
Bible Reference Library) from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Edward Lott:

Is it a person who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Friendship in the Hebrew Bible (The
Anchor Yale Bible Reference Library) can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. You are and
so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what
these textbooks have than the others?

Milan Allen:

As a university student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the
library or make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's soul or
real their pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in
addition to can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important to
suit your needs. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says,
many ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Friendship in the Hebrew Bible (The Anchor Yale Bible
Reference Library) can make you experience more interested to read.
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