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A bold, engaging exploration of opera’s fundamental nature and enduring appeal, from the sixteenth
century to the present.

A History of Opera, the first new, full-length, single-volume history of opera for more than a generation,
provokes in-depth discussions of many works by the greatest opera composers, from Monteverdi, Handel,
and Mozart to Verdi and Wagner, to Strauss, Puccini, Berg, and Britten. There are lively discussions of
opera’s social, political, and literary backgrounds, its economic cicumstances, and the almost continual
polemics that have accompanied its development through the centuries. Central to the book is an exploration
of the tensions?between words and music, character and singer?that have always sustained and enlivened
opera. In a polemical final chapter, Carolyn Abbate and Roger Parker examine the problems that opera has
faced in the last half century, when new works?once opera’s lifeblood?have shrunk to a tiny minority and
have largely failed to find a permanent place in the repertoire.

Yet the book’s message is one of celebration. Even if the majority of opera’s most popular and enduring
works were written in what is now a remote European past and in circumstances very different from our
own, and even if the viability of contemporary opera is ever more in question, opera as an art form remains
extraordinarily buoyant and challenging. It continues to transform people physically, emotionally, and
intellectually, and to articulate human experience in ways no other art form can match.

24 pages of illustrations, including four-color
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From reader reviews:

Jerry Petrus:

The book A History of Opera can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why
must we leave a very important thing like a book A History of Opera? Some of you have a different opinion
about guide. But one aim which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to
closer along with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; it
is possible to share all of these. Book A History of Opera has simple shape but you know: it has great and
massive function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open up and read a publication. So it
is very wonderful.

Virginia Combs:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, likely to beach,
or picnic inside the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to
something different to fill your free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book can be option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try look for
book, may be the reserve untitled A History of Opera can be excellent book to read. May be it may be best
activity to you.

Tom Johnson:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book especially book
entitled A History of Opera the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every
aspect that maybe not known for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a e-
book then become one application form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get before.
The A History of Opera giving you another experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you
useful details for your better life in this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern at this point is your
body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a sport. Do
you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Donald Shelton:

Beside this A History of Opera in your phone, it can give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or
data. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from your oven so don't possibly be
worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have A History of
Opera because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you
would not get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this
with your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful
island. Techniques you still want to miss it? Find this book and also read it from right now!
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