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Since he first dreamed of a career in photography, Guy Gillette has traveled regularly to his wife’s family’s
ranch, located outside the small town of Crockett, Texas. When Gillette first came to the Porter Place, as the
ranch has always been known, he began to photograph the Porter family and their land. Thanks to Gillette’s
sense of composition, these wonderful black-and-white photographs, dating from the 1940s, led to his career
as a magazine photographer. Collected here for the first time, they document small-town life in East Texas,
where Guy Gillette’s sons, the musical duo the Gillette Brothers, still run cattle. A Family of the Land offers
a portrait of a community over a half century during which remarkably little has changed.

Midway between Dallas and Houston, the Porter Place is where the South meets the West. The pastures
began as cotton fields carved out of piney woods, and the cowboys use southern curs to control the cattle.
One of the photographs presented here, of a boy and his dog at the veterinarian’s office, is said to have
moved Museum of Modern Art curator Edward Steichen to tears. Gillette also captures cowboys at work and
at play, branding and marketing their animals, enjoying a game of dominoes, driving trucks with “2-50” air
conditioning—two windows down, fifty miles an hour.

“Though photography is often called art,” says Gillette, “I have wanted to be artless: to be a documentarian,
not an artist. . . . Telling a story was always the attraction of photography for me.” The story ends with the
outdoor wedding of Guy Porter, one of the Gillette Brothers, at the Porter Place. Family, labor, and land
remain, inseparable.
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From reader reviews:

Mike Hendrix:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book A Family of the Land: The Texas Photography of Guy Gillette
(The Charles M. Russell Center Series on Art and Photography of the American West). You can choose the
best book if you appreciate reading a book. So long as we know about how is important any book A Family
of the Land: The Texas Photography of Guy Gillette (The Charles M. Russell Center Series on Art and
Photography of the American West). You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by just
a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can recognize everything! From your country until foreign
or abroad you can be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we
could open a book or searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel
bored to go to the library. Let's learn.

Robin Boucher:

Typically the book A Family of the Land: The Texas Photography of Guy Gillette (The Charles M. Russell
Center Series on Art and Photography of the American West) will bring you to definitely the new experience
of reading a book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book
to see, this book very appropriate to you. The book A Family of the Land: The Texas Photography of Guy
Gillette (The Charles M. Russell Center Series on Art and Photography of the American West) is much
recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can easier to
read the book.

Carl Yeates:

The reason? Because this A Family of the Land: The Texas Photography of Guy Gillette (The Charles M.
Russell Center Series on Art and Photography of the American West) is an unordinary book that the inside of
the guide waiting for you to snap this but latter it will jolt you with the secret that inside. Reading this book
alongside it was fantastic author who all write the book in such incredible way makes the content interior
easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you
because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a
lot of benefits than the other book get such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking
technique. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Walter Godinez:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try factor that really opposite from that.
Just one activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love A Family of the Land: The Texas Photography of
Guy Gillette (The Charles M. Russell Center Series on Art and Photography of the American West), you are



able to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hangout type is
it? Oh can occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its referred to as reading
friends.
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