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From eminent biologists like Alfred Russel Wallace and Charles Darwin to famous authors such as Rudyard
Kipling in his Just So Stories, many people have asked, “Why do zebras have stripes?” There are many
explanations, but until now hardly any have been seriously addressed or even tested. In Zebra Stripes, Tim
Caro takes readers through a decade of painstaking fieldwork examining the significance of black-and-white
striping and, after systematically dismissing every hypothesis for these markings with new data, he arrives at
a surprising conclusion: zebra markings are nature’s defense against biting fly annoyance.

Popular explanations for stripes range from camouflage to confusion of predators, social facilitation, and
even temperature regulation. It is a serious challenge to test these proposals on large animals living in the
wild, but using a combination of careful observations, simple field experiments, comparative information,
and logic, Caro is able to weigh up the pros and cons of each idea. Eventually—driven by experiments
showing that biting flies avoid landing on striped surfaces, observations that striping is most intense where
biting flies are abundant, and knowledge of zebras’ susceptibility to biting flies and vulnerability to the
diseases that flies carry—Caro concludes that black-and-white stripes are an adaptation to thwart biting fly
attack. Not just a tale of one scientist’s quest to solve a classic mystery of biology, Zebra Stripes is also a
testament to the tremendous value of longitudinal research in behavioral ecology, demonstrating how
observation, experiment, and comparative research can together reshape our understanding of the natural
world.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Auclair:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
when those information which is inside the former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously
which one is suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take Zebra Stripes as your daily resource information.

Brent Henderson:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their reader with their story as well as
their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about the data about
something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children, there
are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their ability in writing,
they also doing some analysis before they write to the book. One of them is this Zebra Stripes.

Dana Richardson:

This Zebra Stripes is brand-new way for you who has attention to look for some information mainly because
it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know otherwise
you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Zebra Stripes can be the light food for yourself because
the information inside this particular book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books develop itself in the
form which can be reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in
publication form make them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is absolutely no in
reading a book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for a person. So ,
don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book type for your better life and also knowledge.

Dawn Bliss:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from the book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source this filled update of
news. With this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
seeking the Zebra Stripes when you required it?
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