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Will, Imagination, and Reason sets forth a new understanding of reality and knowledge with far-reaching
implications for the study of man and society. Employing a systematic approach, Claes Ryn goes to the
philosophical depths to rethink and reconstitute the epistemology of the humanities and social sciences. He
shows that will and imagination, together, constitute our basic outlook on life and that reason derives its
material and general orientation from the interaction between them.

The imaginative master-minds—novelists, poets, composers, painters, and others—powerfully affect the
sensibility and direction of society. Sometimes a distorting, self-serving willfulness at the base of their
visions draws civilization, including reason, into dangerous illusion. More penetrating and balanced vision
and rationality spring from a different quality of will. Ryn explains the kind of interplay between will,
imagination, and reason that is conducive to a deepened sense of reality and to intellectual understanding. He
argues that human life and self-knowledge are inescapably historical. In developing his dialectical view of
intellect, he draws from Irving Babbitt, Benedetto Croce, and other philosophers to refute positivistic,
formalistic, and ahistorical theories of knowledge and to develop his alternative.

Advancing a systematic epistemological argument, Ryn throws much new light on the nature of reason but
also on central issues of ethics and aesthetics. This trenchant and original work is indispensable to
philosophers, social, political and cultural theorists, literary scholars, and historians.
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From reader reviews:

Susan Tokarz:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to learn everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or even goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are reading whatever
they have because their hobby will be reading a book. Why not the person who don't like reading a book?
Sometime, man or woman feel need book after they found difficult problem or maybe exercise. Well,
probably you will require this Will, Imagination, and Reason: Babbitt, Croce, and the Problem of Reality.

Connie Medina:

Within other case, little individuals like to read book Will, Imagination, and Reason: Babbitt, Croce, and the
Problem of Reality. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. So long as we know about
how is important the book Will, Imagination, and Reason: Babbitt, Croce, and the Problem of Reality. You
can add understanding and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, because from
book you can learn everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known.
About simple thing until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can open a book or even
searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel uninterested to go to the
library. Let's read.

Adriana Cornell:

The ability that you get from Will, Imagination, and Reason: Babbitt, Croce, and the Problem of Reality may
be the more deep you digging the information that hide inside the words the more you get considering
reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Will, Imagination, and Reason: Babbitt,
Croce, and the Problem of Reality giving you excitement feeling of reading. The author conveys their point
in certain way that can be understood through anyone who read the idea because the author of this guide is
well-known enough. This book also makes your vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then
can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this
specific Will, Imagination, and Reason: Babbitt, Croce, and the Problem of Reality instantly.

Donna Moore:

It is possible to spend your free time to study this book this book. This Will, Imagination, and Reason:
Babbitt, Croce, and the Problem of Reality is simple to develop you can read it in the park your car, in the
beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not have got much space to bring often the printed book, you can
buy typically the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. So
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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