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THE CIA IN ITS GLORY DAYS and the mad confidence that led to disaster in Vietnam are the subjects of
Roger Warner's prizewinning history, Shooting at the Moon: The CIA's War in Laos (first published as Back
Fire, Simon & Schuster, 1995). For a few years in the early 1960s the CIA seemed to be running a perfect
covert war in Laos - quiet, inexpensive, just enough arms to help Meo tribesmen defend their home territory
from the Communist Pathet Lao. Then the big American war next door in Vietnam spilled across the border.
How the perfect covert war ballooned into sorrow and disaster is the story Roger Warner tell in Shooting at
the Moon, awarded the Cornelius Ryan Award for 1995's Best Book on Foreign Affairs by the Overseas
Press Club. Warner describes his characters with a novelist's touch - soldiers and diplomats busy with war-
making; CIA field officers from bareknuckle warriors to the quiet men pulling strings in the shadows; and
above all the Meo as they realized they had been led down the garden path. This is a book about war, about
secrecy, and its illusions, about the cruel sacrifice of small countries for the convenience of large ones.
Nothing better has been written about the CIA in the years when it thought a handful of Americans in
sunglasses could do anything with planeloads of arms and money to burn.
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From reader reviews:

Lorri Nicholson:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be change about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era and that is always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming
to you is you don't know what one you should start with. This Shooting at the Moon: The Story of America's
Clandestine War in Laos is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because this book
serves what you want and wish in this era.

Sara Jones:

This Shooting at the Moon: The Story of America's Clandestine War in Laos are reliable for you who want
to certainly be a successful person, why. The main reason of this Shooting at the Moon: The Story of
America's Clandestine War in Laos can be one of the great books you must have is usually giving you more
than just simple reading through food but feed an individual with information that perhaps will shock your
earlier knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions
throughout the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Shooting at the Moon: The Story of America's
Clandestine War in Laos giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial
of critical thinking that could it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Kirk Nutter:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a reserve you will get new information due to the fact book is one of several ways to share
the information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make a person more imaginative. When
you studying a book especially fictional book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the personas
do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this Shooting at
the Moon: The Story of America's Clandestine War in Laos, you are able to tells your family, friends in
addition to soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a
publication.

Jesica Simon:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its deal with may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in
the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer is usually Shooting at the Moon: The Story of America's
Clandestine War in Laos why because the wonderful cover that make you consider in regards to the content
will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your



reading 6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.
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