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This volume, the fifth in the Handbook of Middle American Indians, presents a summary of work
accomplished since the Spanish conquest in the contemporary description and historical reconstruction of the
indigenous languages and language families of Mexico and Central America.

The essays include the following: “Inventory of Descriptive Materials” by William Bright; “Inventory of
Classificatory Materials” by Maria Teresa Fernández de Miranda, “Lexicostatistic Classification” by Morris
Swadesh, “Systemic Comparison and Reconstruction” by Robert Longacre, and “Environmental
Correlational Studies” by Sarah C. Gudschinsky.

Sketches of Classical Nahuatl by Stanley Newman, Classical Yucatec Maya by Norman A. McQuown, and
Classical Quiché by Munro S. Edmonson provide working tools for tackling the voluminous early
postconquest texts in these languages of late preconquest empires (Aztec, Maya, Quiché). Further sketches of
Sierra Popoluca by Benjamin F. Elson, of Isthmus Zapotec by Velma B. Pickett, of Huautla de Jiménez
Mazatec by Eunice V. Pike, of Jiliapan Pame by Leonardo Manrique C., and of Huamelultec Chontal by
Viola Waterhouse—together with those of Nahuatl, Maya, and Quiché—provide not only descriptive
outlines of as many different linguistic structures but also linguistic representatives of seven structurally
different families of Middle American languages. Miguel Léon-Portilla presents an outline of the relations
between language and the culture of which it is a part and provides examples of some of these relations as
revealed by contemporary research in indigenous Middle America.

The volume editor, Norman A. McQuown (1914–2005), was Professor of Anthropology at The University of
Chicago. He formerly taught at Hunter College and served with the Mexican Department of Indian Affairs.
He carried out fieldwork with Totonac, Huastec, Tzeltal-Tzotzil, Mame, and other tribes.

The Handbook of Middle American Indians was assembled and edited at the Middle American Research
Institute of Tulane University with the assistance of grants from the National Science Foundation and under
the sponsorship of the National Research Council Committee on Latin American Anthropology.
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From reader reviews:

Nellie Davis:

Here thing why that Handbook of Middle American Indians, Volume 5: Linguistics are different and
dependable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of the usb
ports which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Handbook of Middle American Indians, Volume
5: Linguistics giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any e-book out there but
there is no book that similar with Handbook of Middle American Indians, Volume 5: Linguistics. It gives
you thrill reading journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing that happened in the world
which is possibly can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even
in your method home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form
of Handbook of Middle American Indians, Volume 5: Linguistics in e-book can be your substitute.

Steven Stockton:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading behavior give you
lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of e-book you
read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want feel happy
read one having theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular Handbook of Middle American
Indians, Volume 5: Linguistics is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Terry White:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to decide on
book like comic, small story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not hoping Handbook of
Middle American Indians, Volume 5: Linguistics that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by
simply reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the means for people to know
world far better then how they react towards the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading behavior
only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for every you who
want to start reading as your good habit, you are able to pick Handbook of Middle American Indians,
Volume 5: Linguistics become your own starter.

George Hyler:

The book untitled Handbook of Middle American Indians, Volume 5: Linguistics contain a lot of
information on that. The writer explains the woman idea with easy approach. The language is very clear to
see all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read that. The book was authored by famous
author. The author brings you in the new period of time of literary works. You can read this book because
you can continue reading your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book inside anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-site as well as
order it. Have a nice study.
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