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Admiral Jean François Darlan's Western legacy is that of an opportunist, a fascist collaborator, or, at worst, a
traitor during France's struggle for survival in the early years of World War II. This study, however, based
upon new research from French, English, and German archival sources, paints a different picture. With a
career beginning during the height of France's imperial power and lasting until the nation's rapid wartime
decline, Darlan was a pragmatic statesman, a guardian of naval preparedness, a stout opponent of fascism, an
earnest patron of the Anglo-French Alliance, and an advocate of combined naval power in the
Mediterranean. He defended French naval and colonial interests against all foreign powers before and during
the war, and his success in this area eventually resulted in his assassination.

Darlan's career was characterized by his loyal service to his government and nation. One of the first to
recognize the German threat, he openly favored naval rearmament in the early 1930s. He was also
instrumental in the success of the 1937 Nyon Conference on Mediterranean security, which was the only
prewar military effort against fascist aggression. During the occupation, Darlan pursued diplomacy to ease
the burdens of the French people. Yet, these very negotiations with the Germans, along with his bitter
reaction to Britain's surprise attack against the French fleet at Mers el-Kéebir, would result in his reputation
as an opportunist and a collaborator with the fascists. This examination of the man whose murder would ease
the way for Charles de Gaulle will captivate anyone interested in the political intrigues of World War II.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Purdy:

As people who live in often the modest era should be update about what going on or data even knowledge to
make these individuals keep up with the era that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know which you should start with. This Darlan: Admiral and Statesman of France,
1881-1942 (Greenwood Press Guides to Historic) is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world.
Why, since this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Maria Lamotte:

This Darlan: Admiral and Statesman of France, 1881-1942 (Greenwood Press Guides to Historic) are reliable
for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The reason why of this Darlan: Admiral and
Statesman of France, 1881-1942 (Greenwood Press Guides to Historic) can be among the great books you
must have is giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed you with information that maybe will
shock your previous knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever
your conditions throughout the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Darlan: Admiral and Statesman of
France, 1881-1942 (Greenwood Press Guides to Historic) giving you an enormous of experience such as rich
vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that could it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and
enjoy reading.

Manuel Rose:

The reserve with title Darlan: Admiral and Statesman of France, 1881-1942 (Greenwood Press Guides to
Historic) posesses a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of help after read this book.
This kind of book exist new information the information that exist in this book represented the condition of
the world now. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This kind of
book will bring you in new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so
you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Raymond Dixon:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have
been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Darlan: Admiral and Statesman of France, 1881-1942
(Greenwood Press Guides to Historic), you could enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still desire to
miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't get it, oh
come on its called reading friends.
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