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This book makes an illuminating contribution to one of Christianity's central problems: the understanding
and interpretation of scripture, and more specifically, the relationship between the Old Testament and the
New. John David Dawson analyzes the practice and theory of "figural" reading in the Christian tradition of
Biblical interpretation by looking at writings of Jewish and Christian thinkers, both ancient and modern, who
have reflected on that form of traditional Christian Biblical interpretation. Dawson argues Christian
interpretation of Hebrew scripture originally was, and should be, aimed at not reducing the Jewish meaning
or replacing it but rather at building on it or carrying on from it.

Dawson closely examines the work of three prominent twentieth-century thinkers who have offered
influential variants of figural reading: Biblical scholar Daniel Boyarin, philologist and literary historian Erich
Auerbach, and Christian theologianHans Frei. Contrasting the interpretive programs of these modern
thinkers to that of Origen of Alexandria, Dawson proposes that Origen exemplifies a kind of Christian
reading that can respect Christianity's link to Judaism while also respecting the independent religious identity
of Jews. Through a fresh study of Origen's allegorical interpretation, this book challenges the common
charge that Christian non-literal reading of scripture necessarily undermines the literal meaning of the text.

This highly interdisciplinary work will advance debates about different methods of interpretation and about
different types of textual meaning that are relevant for many disciplines, including ancient Christianity,
Jewish and Christian thought, literary theory, religious studies, and classical studies.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Adams:

The book untitled Christian Figural Reading and the Fashioning of Identity is the publication that
recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you. The
language that article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The author
was did a lot of research when write the book, so the information that they share for you is absolutely
accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Christian Figural Reading and the Fashioning of Identity
from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Jose Carr:

This Christian Figural Reading and the Fashioning of Identity is great publication for you because the
content and that is full of information for you who all always deal with world and get to make decision every
minute. This specific book reveal it details accurately using great plan word or we can claim no rambling
sentences within it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only
provides straight forward sentences but difficult core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having
Christian Figural Reading and the Fashioning of Identity in your hand like keeping the world in your arm,
details in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no book that offer you world in ten or fifteen
moment right but this guide already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. occupied
do you still doubt which?

Troy Harlow:

On this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than other.
Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you should do is
just spending your time not much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of the books in the
top checklist in your reading list is actually Christian Figural Reading and the Fashioning of Identity. This
book which is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By
looking up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Catherine Riddle:

You will get this Christian Figural Reading and the Fashioning of Identity by look at the bookstore or Mall.
Just viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for your
knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only through written or printed but in addition can you
enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking from your mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your book. It is
most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose
appropriate ways for you.
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