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An Old Creed for the New South: Proslavery Ideology and Historiography, 1865–1918 details the slavery
debate from the Civil War through World War I. Award-winning historian John David Smith argues that
African American slavery remained a salient metaphor for how Americans interpreted contemporary race
relations decades after the Civil War.

Smith draws extensively on postwar articles, books, diaries, manuscripts, newspapers, and speeches to
counter the belief that debates over slavery ended with emancipation. After the Civil War, Americans in both
the North and the South continued to debate slavery’s merits as a labor, legal, and educational system and as
a mode of racial control. The study details how white Southerners continued to tout slavery as beneficial for
both races long after Confederate defeat. During Reconstruction and after Redemption, Southerners
continued to refine proslavery ideas while subjecting blacks to new legal, extralegal, and social controls.

An Old Creed for the New South links pre– and post–Civil War racial thought, showing historical continuity,
and treats the Black Codes and the Jim Crow laws in new ways, connecting these important racial and legal
themes to intellectual and social history. Although many blacks and some whites denounced slavery as the
source of the contemporary “Negro problem,” most whites, including late nineteenth-century historians,
championed a “new” proslavery argument. The study also traces how historian Ulrich B. Phillips and
Progressive Era scholars looked at slavery as a golden age of American race relations and shows how a
broad range of African Americans, including Booker T. Washington and W. E. B. Du Bois, responded to the
proslavery argument. Such ideas, Smith posits, provided a powerful racial creed for the New South.

This examination of black slavery in the American public mind—which includes the arguments of former
slaves, slaveholders, Freedmen's Bureau agents, novelists, and essayists—demonstrates that proslavery
ideology dominated racial thought among white southerners, and most white northerners, in the five decades
following the Civil War.
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From reader reviews:

James Reveles:

The book An Old Creed for the New South: Proslavery Ideology and Historiography, 1865-1918 can give
more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a good thing like a
book An Old Creed for the New South: Proslavery Ideology and Historiography, 1865-1918? Wide variety
you have a different opinion about book. But one aim that will book can give many info for us. It is
absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or details that you take
for that, you can give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book An Old Creed for the New
South: Proslavery Ideology and Historiography, 1865-1918 has simple shape however, you know: it has
great and large function for you. You can seem the enormous world by wide open and read a reserve. So it is
very wonderful.

Shea Cross:

The publication with title An Old Creed for the New South: Proslavery Ideology and Historiography, 1865-
1918 includes a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of help after read this book.
This book exist new information the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the
world now. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This specific book will
bring you in new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read
it anywhere you want.

Jerry Montgomery:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This particular An Old Creed for the New South: Proslavery Ideology
and Historiography, 1865-1918 can give you a lot of buddies because by you looking at this one book you
have point that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step
for you to get success. This guide offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't recognize, by
knowing more than some other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We should have An Old Creed
for the New South: Proslavery Ideology and Historiography, 1865-1918.

Gene Green:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This book An Old Creed for the New South: Proslavery Ideology
and Historiography, 1865-1918 was bright colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book
An Old Creed for the New South: Proslavery Ideology and Historiography, 1865-1918 has many kinds or
genre. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think
you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers up you
feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading this.
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