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Here is presented a new theory of the origins of tragedy, based on its perceived kinship with mourning ritual.
Mourners and tragic protagonists alike journey through dangerous transitional states, confront the uncanny,
express themselves in antithetical style, and, above all, enact their ambivalence toward their beloved dead.
Elements common to both tragedy and mourning ritual are first identified in actual Chinese, African, and
Greek funerary rites and then analyzed in tragedies by Aeschylus, Sophocles, Shakespeare, Racine, Ibsen,
O’Neill, Miller, Beckett, and Ionesco. Included is a firsthand account of exploration of the tragedy-mourning
link in the rehearsal process of the great experimental theater director, Joseph Chaikin.

Opening her first chapter, Dr. Cole says, “The grave is the birthplace of tragic drama and ghosts are its
procreators. For tragedy is the performance of ambivalence which ghosts emblematize: what we fear in
particular—the revenant, the ghost returning to haunt us—is also what we desire—the extending of life
beyond the moment of death.”
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From reader reviews:

Gerard Brand:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they're still students or this for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person
has different personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they
don't wish do that. You must know how great along with important the book The Absent One: Mourning
Ritual, Tragedy, and the Performance of Ambivalence. All type of book is it possible to see on many options.
You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Harold Martinez:

What do you regarding book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you
don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have free time?
What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They have to answer that question since just their
can do that will. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is suitable. Because
start from on guardería until university need this The Absent One: Mourning Ritual, Tragedy, and the
Performance of Ambivalence to read.

Joseph Wilson:

Now a day folks who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The Absent One: Mourning Ritual,
Tragedy, and the Performance of Ambivalence book because book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of
course the knowledge in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

David Carter:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all of this time you only find e-
book that need more time to be learn. The Absent One: Mourning Ritual, Tragedy, and the Performance of
Ambivalence can be your answer because it can be read by you actually who have those short spare time
problems.
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