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New York City’s magnificent Eldridge Street Synagogue was built in 1887 in response to the great wave of
Jewish immigrants who fled persecution in eastern Europe. Finding their way to the Lower East Side, the
new arrivals formed a vibrant Jewish community that flourished from the 1850s until the 1940s. Their
synagogue served not only as a place of worship but also as a singularly important center in the development
of American Judaism.
 
A near ruin in the 1980s that was recently reopened after a massive twenty-year restoration, the Eldridge
Street Synagogue has been named a National Historic Landmark. But as Bill Moyers tells us in his foreword,
the synagogue is also “a landmark of the spirit, . . . the spirit of a new nation committed to the old idea of
liberty.”
 
Annie Polland uses elements of the building’s architecture—the façade, the benches, the grooves worn into
the sanctuary floor—as points of departure to discuss themes, people, and trends at various moments in the
synagogue’s history, particularly during its heyday from 1887 until the 1930s. Exploring the synagogue’s
rich archives, the author shines new light on the religious life of immigrant Jews, introduces various rabbis,
cantors and congregants, and analyzes the significance of this special building in the context of the larger
American-Jewish experience.
 
For more information, go to: www.EldridgeStreet.org
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From reader reviews:

Wilma Hines:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students as they are still students or it for all people in the world,
what best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has various
personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't
would like do that. You must know how great and important the book Landmark of the Spirit: The Eldridge
Street Synagogue. All type of book could you see on many options. You can look for the internet solutions or
other social media.

Yael Whitehead:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the name Landmark
of the Spirit: The Eldridge Street Synagogue suitable to you? The particular book was written by well-known
writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Landmark of the Spirit: The Eldridge Street Synagogueis the
main of several books this everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired many people in the world.
When you read this publication you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know prior to. The
author explained their plan in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to understand the core of this
publication. This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. In order to see the
represented of the world in this particular book.

Daniel Johnson:

Landmark of the Spirit: The Eldridge Street Synagogue can be one of your beginning books that are good
idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that could increase
your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The
author giving his/her effort to put every word into joy arrangement in writing Landmark of the Spirit: The
Eldridge Street Synagogue but doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest as well as based
confirm resource info that maybe you can be among it. This great information can certainly drawn you into
brand-new stage of crucial pondering.

Anthony Carter:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is written or printed or created from each source which filled update of news. With this modern
era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social including
newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just looking
for the Landmark of the Spirit: The Eldridge Street Synagogue when you essential it?
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