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“Vivid…Barron has given us a rich and detailed history.” —The New York Times Book Review

“Ambitious...a deep history and a thoughtful inquiry into how the constitutional system of checks and
balances has functioned when it comes to waging war and making peace.” —The Washington Post

A timely account of a raging debate: The history of the ongoing struggle between the presidents and
Congress over who has the power to declare and wage war.

The Constitution states that it is Congress that declares war, but it is the presidents who have more often
taken us to war and decided how to wage it. In Waging War, David J. Barron opens with an account of
George Washington and the Continental Congress over Washington’s plan to burn New York City before the
British invasion. Congress ordered him not to, and he obeyed. Barron takes us through all the wars that
followed: 1812, the Mexican War, the Civil War, the Spanish-American war, World Wars One and Two,
Korea, Vietnam, Iraq, and now, most spectacularly, the War on Terror. Congress has criticized George W.
Bush for being too aggressive and Barack Obama for not being aggressive enough, but it avoids a vote on the
matter. By recounting how our presidents have declared and waged wars, Barron shows that these executives
have had to get their way without openly defying Congress.

Waging War shows us our country’s revered and colorful presidents at their most trying times—Washington,
Lincoln, Theodore Roosevelt, Franklin Roosevelt, Truman, Eisenhower, John F. Kennedy, Johnson, both
Bushes, and Obama. Their wars have made heroes of some and victims of others, but most have proved
adept at getting their way over reluctant or hostile Congresses. The next president will face this challenge
immediately—and the Constitution and its fragile system of checks and balances will once again be at the
forefront of the national debate.
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From reader reviews:

John Mullen:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside
the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
guide you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want feel happy
read one using theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Typically the Waging War: The Clash
Between Presidents and Congress, 1776 to ISIS is kind of e-book which is giving the reader capricious
experience.

Noemi Burns:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a publication you will get new information due to the fact book is one of many ways to share
the information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person more imaginative. When
you reading through a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story
how the characters do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to others. When you read this
Waging War: The Clash Between Presidents and Congress, 1776 to ISIS, you may tells your family, friends
and also soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a reserve.

Martin Hanson:

The publication untitled Waging War: The Clash Between Presidents and Congress, 1776 to ISIS is the
reserve that recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to
you. The language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was
did a lot of research when write the book, hence the information that they share for you is absolutely
accurate. You also could get the e-book of Waging War: The Clash Between Presidents and Congress, 1776
to ISIS from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Susan Negri:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by internet on social media. You can
choose the best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is
known as of book Waging War: The Clash Between Presidents and Congress, 1776 to ISIS. You can include
your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you
actually happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one
destination for a other place.
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