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What causes war? How can military conflicts best be prevented? In this book, Stephen Van Evera frames
five conditions that increase the risk of interstate war: false optimism about the likely outcome of a war, a
first-strike advantage, fluctuation in the relative power of states, circumstances that allow nations to parlay
one conquest into another, and circumstances that make conquest easy.

According to Van Evera, all but one of these conditions?false optimism?rarely occur today, but policymakers
often erroneously believe in their existence. He argues that these misperceptions are responsible for many
modern wars, and explores both World Wars, the Korean War, and the 1967 Mideast War as test cases.
Finally, he assesses the possibility of nuclear war by applying all five hypotheses to its potential onset. Van
Evera's book demonstrates that ideas from the Realist paradigm can offer strong explanations for
international conflict and valuable prescriptions for its control.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Frye:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress. Some of
you maybe will certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but
the problems coming to a person is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Causes of War:
Power and the Roots of Conflict (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) is our recommendation to cause you to
keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

James Fletcher:

Typically the book Causes of War: Power and the Roots of Conflict (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) will
bring you to definitely the new experience of reading a book. The author style to clarify the idea is very
unique. If you try to find new book to study, this book very suitable to you. The book Causes of War: Power
and the Roots of Conflict (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) is much recommended to you you just read.
You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Scot Vines:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Causes of War: Power and the Roots of
Conflict (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) reserve written by well-known writer we are excited for well
how to make book which can be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written in good manner for
you, dripping every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still hesitation
Causes of War: Power and the Roots of Conflict (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs) as good book not
simply by the cover but also by content. This is one book that can break don't evaluate book by its protect, so
do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense
already alerted you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Antonio Ritchie:

A lot of reserve has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by net on social media. You can
choose the very best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is
referred to as of book Causes of War: Power and the Roots of Conflict (Cornell Studies in Security Affairs).
You can add your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it could possibly add your
knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about publication. It can
bring you from one place to other place.
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