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Movies play a central role in shaping our understanding of crime and the world generally, helping us define
what is good and bad, desirable and unworthy, lawful and illicit, strong and weak. Crime films raise
controversial issues about the distribution of social power and the meanings of deviance, and they provide a
safe space for fantasies of rebellion, punishment, and the restoration of order.

In the first comprehensive study of its kind, well-known criminologist Nicole Rafter examines the
relationship between society and crime films from the perspectives of criminal justice, film history and
technique, and sociology. Shots in the Mirror begins with an overview of the history of crime films and the
emergence of various genres, surveying important films from the silent era, the early gangster films of the
'30s, classic film noir, the work of Hitchcock, and recent innovations by Scorsese, Tarrentino, and the Coen
brothers.

Keeping pace with the evolution of crime films, Shots in the Mirror has been updated to respond to recent
developments, trends, and shifting circumstances in the genre. This new edition expands the scope and
increases the depth and variety of the previous edition by including foreign films in addition to American
movies. Rafter also integrates an entirely new body of literature into the study, reflecting the rapid expansion
of scholarship on law-related films over the past three years. She has added a chapter on psycho movies, a
previously unrecognized subcategory of crime films. Another new chapter, "The Alternative Tradition and
Films of Moral Ambiguity," focuses on recent sex crime films. This new final chapter grows organically out
of the first edition's distinction between traditional crime films, with their easy solutions to social problems,
and those more unusual critical films which belong to the bleaker, morally ambiguous, alternative tradition.

Rafter examines more than three hundred films in this study, considering what they have to say, socially and
ideologically, about the causes of crime, and adding valuable contributions to the on-going debate on
whether media representations of violence cause crime. Shots in the Mirror is both a marvelous history of
crime films and a trenchant analysis of their complex relationship to larger society.
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From reader reviews:

Raymond Harris:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or even goal; it means that
book has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. These
are reading whatever they get because their hobby will be reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, person feel need book if they found difficult problem as well as exercise. Well,
probably you'll have this Shots in the Mirror: Crime Films and Society.

Fabiola Gaylor:

Within other case, little people like to read book Shots in the Mirror: Crime Films and Society. You can
choose the best book if you want reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important a new book
Shots in the Mirror: Crime Films and Society. You can add know-how and of course you can around the
world by the book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can realize everything! From your
country right up until foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple thing until wonderful thing
you may know that. In this era, we can easily open a book as well as searching by internet device. It is called
e-book. You may use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's learn.

Michael Alvarado:

Is it you who having spare time and then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Shots in the Mirror: Crime Films and Society can
be the response, oh how comes? A book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your time by reading
in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Celia Robertson:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a e-book we can
know everything we wish. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This reserve Shots in the Mirror: Crime Films and Society was filled with
regards to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some
people has several feel when they reading any book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can sense
enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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