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Perhaps no instrument better represents the music of Appalachia than the fretted dulcimer. The instrument
was no longer confined to back porches and local music halls when Jean Ritchie so melodically thrust herself
and her dulcimer into the national limelight during the folk revival of the 1950s. But where did the dulcimer,
known to exist in no other folk culture in the world, come from? In The Story of the Dulcimer, Ralph Lee
Smith traces the dulcimer's beginnings back to European immigration to America in the eighteenth and early
nineteenth centuries. As German immigrants settled in Pennsylvania and Appalachia, they brought with them
scheitholts, a type of northern European fretted zither. As German immigrants intermingled with English and
Scotch-Irish immigrants, the scheitholt, which was customarily played to a slower tempo in German cultural
music, began to be musically integrated into the faster tempos of English and Scotch-Irish ballads and folk
songs. As Appalachia absorbed an increasing flow of English and Scotch-Irish immigrants and the musical
traditions they brought with them, the scheitholt steadily evolved into an instrument that reflected this folk
music amalgamation, and the modern dulcimer was born. In this second edition, Smith brings the dulcimer's
history into the twenty-first century with a new preface and updates to the original edition. Copiously
illustrated with images of both antique scheitholts and contemporary dulcimers, The Story of the Dulcimer is
a testament to the enduring musical heritage of Appalachia and solves one of the region's musical mysteries.
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From reader reviews:

Ann Morgan:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information
inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what
kind of publication you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want
feel happy read one together with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the The
Story of the Dulcimer (Charles K. Wolfe Music) is kind of book which is giving the reader capricious
experience.

David Otten:

The e-book untitled The Story of the Dulcimer (Charles K. Wolfe Music) is the reserve that recommended to
you you just read. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to you actually. The
language that publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The copy
writer was did a lot of analysis when write the book, so the information that they share to your account is
absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of The Story of the Dulcimer (Charles K. Wolfe Music)
from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Eduardo Ford:

You can spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This The Story of the Dulcimer (Charles K.
Wolfe Music) is simple bringing you can read it in the area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not
include much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you much easier
to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you
will get when one buys this book.

James Garza:

With this era which is the greater man or who has ability in doing something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you are related is just
spending your time little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. Among the books in the top
record in your reading list is definitely The Story of the Dulcimer (Charles K. Wolfe Music). This book
which is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking
upwards and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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