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Early in the morning on June 1, 1953, five African American men boarded a van to make the 200-mile trip
from Nashville to Memphis for a daylong recording session at the legendary Sun Studios, to be overseen by
Sun founder Sam Phillips. One of the two tracks cut that day, Just Walkin in the Rain, would go on to
become a regional R&B hit, Sun Records biggest record of the pre-Elvis era. It would, however, be the group
s only hit. They were the Prisonaires, a vocal quintet who had honed their skills while inmates at the
Tennessee State Penitentiary in Nashville.

In this book, John Dougan tells the story of the Prisonaires, their hit single, and the afterlife of this one
remarkable song. The group and the song itself represent a compelling concept: imprisoned men using music
as a means of cultural and personal survival. The song was re-recorded by white singer Johnnie Ray, who
made it a huge hit in 1956. Over the years, other singers and groups would move the song further away from
its origins, recasting the deep emotions that came from creating music in a hostile, controlled environment.

The story of the Prisonaires, for all of its triumphs, reflects the disappointment of men caught in a
paradoxical search for personal independence while fully cognizant of a future consigned to prison. Their
brief career and the unusual circumstances under which it flourished sheds light on the harsh realities of race
relations in the pre Civil Rights South. The book also provides a portrait of Nashville just as it was gaining
traction as a nationally recognized music center.
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From reader reviews:

Marlene Childs:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold
on guys this kind of aren't like that. This The Mistakes of Yesterday, the Hopes of Tomorrow: The Story of
the Prisonaires (American Popular Music) book is readable by you who hate those perfect word style. You
will find the information here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving also decrease
the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer involving The Mistakes of Yesterday, the Hopes of
Tomorrow: The Story of the Prisonaires (American Popular Music) content conveys thinking easily to
understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different
by means of it. So , do you even now thinking The Mistakes of Yesterday, the Hopes of Tomorrow: The
Story of the Prisonaires (American Popular Music) is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

David Henry:

This The Mistakes of Yesterday, the Hopes of Tomorrow: The Story of the Prisonaires (American Popular
Music) are generally reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The explanation of this
The Mistakes of Yesterday, the Hopes of Tomorrow: The Story of the Prisonaires (American Popular Music)
can be on the list of great books you must have is giving you more than just simple examining food but feed
anyone with information that perhaps will shock your prior knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can
bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this
The Mistakes of Yesterday, the Hopes of Tomorrow: The Story of the Prisonaires (American Popular Music)
forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical
thinking that could it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Matthew McDaniel:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their reader with their story or their
experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also they write about advantage about
something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or daughters,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their ability
in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write to the book. One of them is this The Mistakes
of Yesterday, the Hopes of Tomorrow: The Story of the Prisonaires (American Popular Music).

Gabriel Harris:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is different. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the
most effective book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is referred
to as of book The Mistakes of Yesterday, the Hopes of Tomorrow: The Story of the Prisonaires (American



Popular Music). You can add your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it might add your
knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about publication. It
can bring you from one location to other place.
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