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Religion in ancient Israel didn't develop in a vacuum; it was influenced by the Near Eastern culture around it
as much as it in turn influenced that culture. Dearman explores that dynamic interplay in this thought-
provoking study. Using archaeological and literary evidence (both biblical and extrabiblical) he shows how
distinctive Old Testament traditions (such as the paradoxical role of the prophets) flourished in the
interaction of Israelite religion with cultural and political forces, while other traditions languished.

"Religion and Culture in Ancient Israel by J. Andrew Dearman is the comprehensive study of religious
forms and customs that has been needed by the discipline for many years. . . . Dearman's work is a mixture
of traditional and social scientific examinations of the world of ancient Israel and its social matrix. From its
opening use of Clifford Geertz' definition of 'religion,' a tone is set, but not one that 'over interprets' the
available sources. There is no parallelomania here, no exaggeration of archaeological data, no theological
agenda, and no attempt to rehash Albright or Gottwald. Instead, Dearman provides a fresh approach, geared
to both a historical and a literary examination of religious forms and phenomena in ancient Israel. . . . The
goal of any textbook is to provide (1) information in a systematic manner and (2) to hold the interest of the
reader so that the author's message gets across to his or her audience. Dearman has succeeded well with both
of these."
Â—Victor Matthews, Professor of Religious Studies, Southwest Missouri State University
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From reader reviews:

Tracie Wright:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. These are reading whatever
they take because their hobby will be reading a book. Consider the person who don't like examining a book?
Sometime, man feel need book when they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise. Well, probably you
should have this Religion and Culture in Ancient Israel.

Robert Banks:

The book Religion and Culture in Ancient Israel has a lot associated with on it. So when you read this book
you can get a lot of gain. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The author makes some
research just before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you may get the point easily after
looking over this book.

Ethel Springer:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, paper, book,
and soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Typically the book
that recommended to you personally is Religion and Culture in Ancient Israel this guide consist a lot of the
information of the condition of this world now. This book was represented how does the world has grown
up. The dialect styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some
research when he makes this book. That is why this book suitable all of you.

Madeline Cecil:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got college students? We believe that that
query was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby.
And you also know that little person like reading or as examining become their hobby. You must know that
reading is very important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update about something by
book. Different categories of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is actually Religion and
Culture in Ancient Israel.
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