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The French Realist painter Gustave Courbet (1819-77), a
pivotal figure in the emergence of modern painting, remains
an artist whose interests, attitudes, and friendships are
little understood. A voluminous correspondent, Courbet
himself, through his letters, offers a tantalizing avenue
toward a keener assessment of his character and
accomplishments. In her critical edition of over six hundred
of the artist's letters, Petra ten-Doesschate Chu presents
just such a look at the inner life of the artist; her
unparalleled feat of gathering together all of Courbet's
known letters, many heretofore unpublished and untranslated,
is sure to change our evaluation of Courbet's creativity and
of his place in nineteenth-century French life.
Beginning when Courbet left his provincial home at
eighteen and ending eight days before his death in exile in
Switzerland, this correspondence enables readers to follow
the artist's development from youth to mature artist of
international repute. Addressed to correspondents such as
the poet Charles Baudelaire, the painter Claude Monet, the
writers Champfleury, Victor Hugo, and Théeophile Gautier,
the political theorist Pierre-Joseph Proudhon, and the
politician Jules Simon, the letters offer numerous insights
into Courbet's life and art as well as the cultural and
political activity of his day. In fascinating detail, they
present the artist's relation to the contemporary media, his
deliberate choice of subject matter for Salon paintings, his
preoccupation with photography, and his participation in the
Commune.

Besides collecting, translating, and annotating the
letters, Chu provides an introduction, a chronology,
biographies of persons appearing frequently in the letters,
and a list of paintings and sculptures mentioned in the
letters. Her work is an essential resource of immediate use
to historians of art and culture, political and social
historians, and readers of biography.

Petra ten-Doesschate Chu is professor and head of the
Department of Art and Music at Seton Hall University.
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From reader reviews:

Dennis Bloom:

The reason? Because this Letters of Gustave Courbet is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve
waiting for you to snap that but latter it will zap you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book next
to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such awesome way makes the content inside easier to
understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of
not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of advantages than
the other book have such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking technique. So , still
want to hold off having that book? If I had been you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Alice Black:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, small story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping Letters of Gustave Courbet that
give your fun preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading practice all over the world
can be said as the method for people to know world better then how they react in the direction of the world.
It can't be mentioned constantly that reading habit only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants
to become success person. So , for every you who want to start studying as your good habit, it is possible to
pick Letters of Gustave Courbet become your own personal starter.

Summer McGaugh:

This Letters of Gustave Courbet is great publication for you because the content that is certainly full of
information for you who all always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This
specific book reveal it information accurately using great plan word or we can declare no rambling sentences
inside. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only provides
straight forward sentences but difficult core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Letters
of Gustave Courbet in your hand like finding the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one
particular. We can say that no e-book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen small right but this book
already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt this?

Michelle Morrow:

Within this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
special than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you
have to do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of the
books in the top listing in your reading list is usually Letters of Gustave Courbet. This book and that is
qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking upward and review
this publication you can get many advantages.
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