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Irresistibly charming or shamelessly deceitful, remarkably persuasive or uselessly verbose, everything one
loves to hate--or hates to love--about "French lovers" and their self-styled reputation can be traced to
eighteenth-century libertine novels. Obsessed with strategies of seduction, speculating endlessly about the
motives and goals of lovers, the idle aristocrats who populate these novels are exclusively preoccupied with
their erotic life. Deprived of other battlefields to fulfill their thirst for glory, libertine noblemen seek to
conquer the women of their class without falling into the trap of love, while their female prey attempt to
enjoy the pleasures of love without sacrificing their honor. Yet, despite the licentious mores of the declining
Old Regime, men and women are still expected to pay lip service to an austere code of morals. Since they are
constantly asked to denounce their own practices, their erotic war games are governed by a double
constraint: whatever they feel or intend, the heroes of libertine literature can neither say what they mean nor
mean what they say.The Libertine Reader includes all the varieties of libertine strategies: from the successful
cunning of Mme de T_____ in Vivant Denon's No Tomorrow to the ill-fated genius of Mme de Merteuil in
Laclos's Dangerous Liaisons; from the laborious sentimental education of Meilcour in Crebillon fils's The
Wayward Head and Heart to the hazardous master plan of the French ambassador in Prevost's The Story of a
Modern Greek Woman. The discrepancies between the characters' words and their true intentions--the
libertine double entendre--are exposed through the speaking vaginas in Diderot's The Indiscreet Jewels and
the wandering soul of Amanzei in Crebillon fils's The Sofa, while the contrasts between natural and
civilized--or degenerate--erotics are the subjects of both Diderot's Supplement to Bougainville's Voyage and
Laclos's On the Education of Women. Finally, Sade's Florville and Courval shows that destiny itself is on the
side of libertinism.
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From reader reviews:

Damon Smith:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A reserve The Libertine Reader:
Eroticism and Enlightenment in Eighteenth-Century France will make you to end up being smarter. You can
feel considerably more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think which open or
reading a book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you in
search of best book or appropriate book with you?

Rebecca West:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an effort
to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its cover may doesn't work
this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Libertine Reader: Eroticism and Enlightenment in
Eighteenth-Century France why because the great cover that make you consider about the content will not
disappoint anyone. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth
sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Lee Long:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity with family or just watching
TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, ya think
reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all right you can have
the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The Libertine Reader:
Eroticism and Enlightenment in Eighteenth-Century France which is finding the e-book version. So , try out
this book? Let's view.

Bryant Booher:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is created or printed or illustrated from each source that will filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
trying to find the The Libertine Reader: Eroticism and Enlightenment in Eighteenth-Century France when
you essential it?
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