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In the hot and humid summer of 1814 British troops completed a fifty-mile march to capture the young
American capital, putting to rout along the way pitiful citizen militiamen (some in winter gear, others
barefoot) while President James Madison galloped out of town to safety. Among those remaining, a
realization spread that Washington had been "abandoned to a horrid fate". In no time, British arsonists set off
an inferno whose glow was seen miles away and from which burn marks are visible today on original stones
of the White House. This attack was one of the defining moments in the coming-of-age of the United States,
and Anthony Pitch tells the dramatic story with all the immediacy, of an eyewitness account.

Painstakingly tracking down firsthand sources and tattered letters, diaries, journals, and newspapers on both
sides of the Atlantic, Pitch has brought this key episode of American history to life in a gripping narrative
filled with vivid details. He describes how, after the catastrophe in Washington, a hostage on a British
warship named Francis Scott Key wrote an epic poem that later became the national anthem as he viewed the
Star-Spangled Banner still flying over embattled Fort McHenry in Baltimore Harbor Readers of Anthony
Pitch's book will experience again the sense of pride and honor felt by Key and all Americans in 1814 as
they underwent this national trauma and finally celebrated victory in this Second War of Independence.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Scott:

This The Burning of Washington: The British Invasion of 1814 are usually reliable for you who want to
certainly be a successful person, why. The explanation of this The Burning of Washington: The British
Invasion of 1814 can be one of several great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just
simple studying food but feed you with information that might be will shock your earlier knowledge. This
book is actually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and
printed types. Beside that this The Burning of Washington: The British Invasion of 1814 forcing you to have
an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we all know it
useful in your day task. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Alberto Redden:

The book untitled The Burning of Washington: The British Invasion of 1814 contain a lot of information on
it. The writer explains her idea with easy way. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do
definitely not worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was compiled by famous author. The author
gives you in the new time of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can read more your
smart phone, or device, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book,
you can available their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice examine.

Arlene Farmer:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you could have it
in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This particular The Burning of Washington: The British
Invasion of 1814 can give you a lot of close friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have
point that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a
step for you to get success. This book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't learn, by
knowing more than other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let's have The Burning of
Washington: The British Invasion of 1814.

Monica Bonner:

A lot of guide has printed but it is unique. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is known as of book The
Burning of Washington: The British Invasion of 1814. You can add your knowledge by it. Without making
the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most essential that,
you must aware about book. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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