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Never has one character of the stage provoked such controversy or achieved such infamy as Shakespeare's
enigmatic Shylock. For four centuries the money lender of "The Merchant of Venice" has been reinvented as
both villain and victim, as an object of tragedy and comedy, and has been used as an economic symbol and
often as a lightning rod for anti-Semitism. But what was Shakespeare's attitude toward the character
described on the play's title page in 1600 as "a man of extreme crueltie", and what should be our own? With
brilliant historical perspective and insight, theater critic John Gross explores the complex and influential
history that has given Shylock a life beyond the play and established him as a figure of world mythology.
Illuminating Shylock's evolution on the stage, his importance to writers and psychologists, and his enduring
influence on society and culture, John Gross sheds as much light on our own shifting attitudes and beliefs as
on the rich and disquieting figure Shakespeare created.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Ayala:

Here thing why this Shylock: A Legend and Its Legacy are different and trusted to be yours. First of all
reading through a book is good but it really depends in the content from it which is the content is as
delightful as food or not. Shylock: A Legend and Its Legacy giving you information deeper and in different
ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no reserve that similar with Shylock: A Legend and Its
Legacy. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing this happened in
the world which is might be can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in
recreation area, café, or even in your means home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the
branded book maybe the form of Shylock: A Legend and Its Legacy in e-book can be your choice.

Lisa Gonzales:

Now a day those who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How many people
to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this Shylock: A Legend and Its Legacy
book since this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred per-cent
guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Katie Phillips:

Often the book Shylock: A Legend and Its Legacy will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading
the book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to learn, this
book very suited to you. The book Shylock: A Legend and Its Legacy is much recommended to you to read.
You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Patricia Glover:

Is it you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Shylock: A Legend and Its
Legacy can be the response, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending
your time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the
others?
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