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As late as the 1980s, breast cancer was a stigmatized disease, so much so that local reporters avoided using
the word "breast" in their stories and early breast cancer organizations steered clear of it in their names. But
activists with business backgrounds began to partner with corporations for sponsored runs and cause-
marketing products, from which a portion of the proceeds would benefit breast cancer research. Branding
breast cancer as "pink"--hopeful, positive, uncontroversial--on the products Americans see every day, these
activists and corporations generated a pervasive understanding of breast cancer that is widely shared by the
public and embraced by policymakers. Clearly, they have been successful: today, more Americans know that
the pink ribbon is the symbol of breast cancer than know the name of the vice president.

Hiding Politics in Plain Sight examines the costs of employing market mechanisms--especially cause
marketing--as a strategy for change. Patricia Strach suggests that market mechanisms do more than raise
awareness of issues or money to support charities: they also affect politics. She shows that market
mechanisms, like corporate-sponsored walks or cause-marketing, shift issue definition away from the
contentious processes in the political sphere to the market, where advertising campaigns portray complex
issues along a single dimension with a simple solution: breast cancer research will find a cure and Americans
can participate easily by purchasing specially-marked products. This market competition privileges even
more specialized actors with connections to business. As well, cooperative market activism fundamentally
alters the public sphere by importing processes, values, and biases of market-based action into politics.
Market activism does not just bring social concerns into market transactions, it also brings market biases into
public policymaking, which is inherently undemocratic. As a result, industry and key activists work
cooperatively rather than contentiously, and they define issues as consensual rather than controversial,
essentially hiding politics in plain sight.
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From reader reviews:

Alex Levey:

The event that you get from Hiding Politics in Plain Sight: Cause Marketing, Corporate Influence, and Breast
Cancer Policymaking is the more deep you searching the information that hide inside the words the more you
get thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but Hiding Politics in
Plain Sight: Cause Marketing, Corporate Influence, and Breast Cancer Policymaking giving you excitement
feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by means of
anyone who read it because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes
your vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We propose you for having this kind of Hiding Politics in Plain Sight: Cause
Marketing, Corporate Influence, and Breast Cancer Policymaking instantly.

George Thomas:

This book untitled Hiding Politics in Plain Sight: Cause Marketing, Corporate Influence, and Breast Cancer
Policymaking to be one of several books this best seller in this year, that's because when you read this
publication you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retailer
or you can order it by using online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to
read this book, since you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for you to past this
book from your list.

Karen Schanz:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to
beach, or picnic within the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to
something different to fill your free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill your no
cost time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you
want to try out look for book, may be the publication untitled Hiding Politics in Plain Sight: Cause
Marketing, Corporate Influence, and Breast Cancer Policymaking can be very good book to read. May be it
can be best activity to you.

Elizabeth Givens:

Precisely why? Because this Hiding Politics in Plain Sight: Cause Marketing, Corporate Influence, and
Breast Cancer Policymaking is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap
the item but latter it will shock you with the secret that inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic
author who have write the book in such awesome way makes the content inside easier to understand,
entertaining technique but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating
having this ever again or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of gains than the



other book include such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking means. So , still want
to postpone having that book? If I have been you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.
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