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A young man, terminally ill and in extreme suffering, asks to be removed from life support, requesting
morphine first so he'll be asleep when the machine stops. His physician agrees, but the hospital's chief
administrator intervenes, arguing that the morphine might itself cause death, leaving the physician open to
criminal indictment for murder. To placate the administrator, the doctor and patient reach a grim
compromise: life support will be disconnected first, and only after manifest signs of suffering appear will the
physician administer the morphine, to alleviate pain. The patient's request is ultimately respected, but many
staff members feel he has been made to suffer needlessly.
This is just one of many cases Ruth Macklin discusses in Enemies of Patients, an eye-opening look at the
growing number of forces that are hostile to the interests of patients, including hospital administrators,
lawyers who represent hospitals, insurance companies, government regulations, and even some well
intentioned physicians. Macklin, a highly regarded medical ethicist, the author of Mortal Choices and the
subject of a New York Times Magazine cover story, provides a behind-the-scenes look at how the patient's
ethical rights are often violated. She describes, for instance, how a new breed of hospital administrator, the
risk manager, acts consistently as an enemy of the patient, often urging physicians to continue aggressive,
expensive treatments for critically ill patients--even when the patient and doctor agree the treatment should
cease--for fear of lawsuits, bad publicity, or criminal indictment. (Macklin points out, for instance, that even
though no physician has ever been convicted of a crime for withdrawing treatment from a patient in a
permanent vegetative state, hospital lawyers and risk managers regularly assert that there is a danger of
criminal liability in such cases.) The government also can become an enemy of patients. The most egregious
case, according to Macklin, is the Federal government's "gag rule" which has prohibited health care facilities
that receive Title X funds from discussing abortion with pregnant women, violating the patient's right to full
information. And physicians themselves can become enemies of patients. Some, seeing themselves as fiscal
gatekeepers, ration expensive health care procedures on financial rather than medical grounds. Some
physicians refuse to treat patients who don't follow their advice (a cardiologist, for instance, who will not
take care of patients who smoke) and others won't treat patients who pose a threat of lawsuit (such as a
California woman in need of life-sustaining dialysis, who had previously sued another physician).
Packed with numerous case histories drawn from the author's experience in a major urban medical center,
Enemies of Patients will give readers a better understanding of their rights as patients and show them how to
forge an alliance with their doctors against common enemies.
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From reader reviews:

Valerie Wright:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important normally. The book Enemies of Patients had been making you to
know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you.
The guide Enemies of Patients is not only giving you more new information but also being your friend when
you really feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your publication. Try to make
relationship while using book Enemies of Patients. You never feel lose out for everything when you read
some books.

Vera Harris:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or their very own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book might be option to fill your free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to
try look for book, may be the e-book untitled Enemies of Patients can be fine book to read. May be it could
be best activity to you.

Betty Perez:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer could be Enemies of Patients why because the amazing cover that make you
consider regarding the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is usually fantastic as
the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Raymond Littlefield:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. That Enemies of Patients can give you a lot of good
friends because by you investigating this one book you have factor that they don't and make anyone more
like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This guide offer
you information that might be your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than different make you to be
great persons. So , why hesitate? We should have Enemies of Patients.
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